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From the Editor’s Desk 


tis well known that Australia is a land of droughts and floods. It seemed incom- 
prehensible that in 2009 we could witness the worst bushfires in Australia’s 
recorded history. The combination of such extreme temperatures - in the high 40s, 
low humidity and very strong winds combined into a deadly and subsequently 
well-documented bushfire storm centred on that terrible day — 7 February 2009 - 
now forever etched as Black Saturday. Our thoughts go out to our orchid friends 
and associates from these effected areas, as well as their friends and family who 
lost plants, property and those who tragically paid the ultimate price. There was 
some irony that around the same time our friends in North Queensland were try- 
ing to cope with record flooding. I trust that all affected are being comforted and 
supported by their local orchid communities. 

Th Ee Congratulations to Mr 
M Gerald McCraith AM, 
who celebrated his 100th 
birthday on 24 February 
2009. Gerald has been 
one of the most influen- 
tial orchid figures in 
Australia, being active 
since the 1930s. Gerald 
was instrumental in form- 
ing the Victorian Orchid 
Club, the Australian 
Orchid Council and the 


Australian Orchid 
Foundation (www.aus- 
tralianorchidfounda- 

tion.org.au). _ Included 


here is a photo taken by 
Gerald’s Granddaughter Kerryn Dixon-Ward of Gerald on his exercise bike cele- 
brating this significant milestone. I have it on good authority that Gerald is still 
adding to his orchid collection and still buys seedlings! 

Clive Halls of Mt Beenak Orchids (www.mtbeenakorchids.com.au) continues 
his series on Masdevallia breeding with the striped hybrids discussed in this issue. 
Clive will be speaking on Masdevallias for the New Millennium at this years 
Australian Orchid Conference (www.mosorchid.org) being held in Victoria from 
8-13 September 2009. Many of these hybrids are quite striking, often with psy- 
chedelic background colours. 

Phil Ritchie from Melbourne is a very keen native orchid enthusiast, with a spe- 
cial interest in the Dendrobium speciosum complex. He and a group from the 
southern state have made an annual pilgrimage to the ever-improving “Speciosum 
Spectacular” held at Kempsey, NSW. Phil profiles the winning exhibits from last 
years event, supplemented with excellent photos by fellow Rock Orchid addict Bill 
Dobson. It is on again this year, which could also be a bumper season for this out- 
standing quintessential Australian species. 

Gary Backhouse presents an excellent photo essay on two delightful Chinese 
slipper orchids from the genus Cypripedium. It is hoped that artificial seed-raised 
plants may one day be available to enthusiasts in Australia if they are indeed 
amenable to cultivation. 

Finally, Jim Cootes discusses the genus Aporum, one of the splinter genera that 
some still consider being part of the super-genus Dendrobium. They are quite dis- 
tinctive plants that add interest to the collection even when not in bloom, yet the 
flowers come in a range of colours and styles. | 

David Banks 
Australian Orchid Review 
david @hillsdistrictorchids.com 
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Masdevallia Angle Dangle is a 
hybrid between M. Harlequin 
and the species M. angulata. 

It was created and subsequently 
registered by the late 

Ray Thomson in 1994. 

Plant: Hills District Orchids. 
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reeding Striped 
Masdevallias 


Text and photos by Clive Halls 


tripes, where do they come from, and 

where are they going? 

If you grow Masdevallias maybe this is 
a big question in your orchid life, if not just 
enjoy the photos! Many years ago when I 
only grew Cymbidiums I used to remem- 
ber back to even more years ago when I 
looked after the Masdevallia collection at 
Sanders Orchids in the United Kingdom. 


In those days Sanders was largely known 
for species and they had a massive collec- 
tion of Masdevallia species. What’s more 
they grew in the ‘cool’ house right next to 
the Cymbidiums. The Cymbidiums never 
flowered very well but were in great 
demand, the Masdevallias grew and flow- 
ered beautifully but no one wanted them. 
Right plant, wrong time. Sanders eventu- 


Left: Masdevallia Veitch’s Candy Cane ‘Super Striper’ 


Below: Masdevallia Striped Wing ‘Beenak’ 


Masdevallia Hurdy Gurdy AM/AOC 


ally closed down and the collection was 
dispersed, but just near the end a tiny plant 
flowered, it was just delightful. The plant 
in question was M. calacodon (syn. M. 
yungasensis subsp. calacodon, as most 
hybridists and taxonomists working with 
these plants now accept them as two dis- 
tinct species). It was striped and it caused 
customers to look at the little Masdevallias 
with renewed interest. Sure it was little, 
but boy it was cute. 

Fast forward to the early 1980’s. I was 
at a nursery in Queensland and they had a 
number of Masdevallias for sale. Only two 
crosses; M. maculata x M. coccinea which 
was later named M. Red Baron and M. uni- 
flora x M. calacodon which was registered 
as M. Harlequin. I bought ten of each from 
memory and they formed the start of our 
now extensive collection. Of course we 
began collecting rapidly from then on but 
the Harlequin and its superb colour and 
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stripes, was the genesis of our journey into 
striped Masdevallia breeding which con- 
tinues to this day. 

One can not talk or write 
Masdevallias in Australia without mention 


about 


of the late Ray Thompson from 
Mooroolbark. With his enthusiasm and 
help, not to mention the flasks of 
seedlings, both hybrid and species, it 
seemed like a once monthly visit to add 
more stock. Trying to get divisions of rare 
imported plants was an interesting busi- 
ness. Let’s say you had to be there at the 
right moment in time. 

Two of the early flasks were (Angel 
Frost x yungasensis) = M. Antizana and 
(Copper Angel x yungasensis) = M. 
Pichincha. Both turned out excellent prog- 
eny, certainly the best in stripes at that 
time. Notable clones of M. Pichincha were 
‘Eruption’ HCC, “Tan Jewel’ HCC and 
‘Ina’. Of the Antizanas: ‘Dragon Lair’ 


Masdevallia yungasensis ‘Bob’ AM/AOS 


Masdevallia Magic Dragon ‘Beenak’ AM/OSCOV 
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Masdevallia Magic Dragon ‘Vanilla Stripes’ 
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Masdevallia Peppermint Glow ‘Beenak’ 


HCC, probably deserved better than an 
HCC, but more importantly it has turned 
out to be a super parent. It has nearly all the 
desirable attributes for a good parent. The 
flower is light but darkens to a yellow cen- 
tre; the stripes are clear red and well 
defined. Shape is good, the caudae hold 
straight and have a nice dark colour. Size 
is good for a striped type. The leaves are 
dark green, attractive size and shape 
allowing the flowers to stand just above 
them. Finally productivity is excellent. On 
the negative side not much, it could be a bit 
bigger but its good enough. It doesn’t have 
any natural warmth tolerance, a trait I find 
desirable in Masdevallia breeding. We can 
introduce it as we will see in such crosses 
as M. Peppermint Rock (Minaret x cau- 
data) and M. Lucky Stripe (yungasensis x 
infracta). These will feature in a future 
article on warmth tolerance. 

The Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) 


accepts both M. calacodon and M. yun- 
gasensis for registration purposes. I am 
sure that some of the hybrids attributed to 
M. yungasensis may in fact have had M. 
calacodon as the true parent. 

We have found in the past that stripes 
are not necessarily passed on to the prog- 
eny. Certainly in using Harlequin we got 
many seedlings with no sign of stripes 
unless crossed to another striped variety. 
As our aim is to increase the size we need 
to breed on to the bigger, plain colour 
types. The cross of Gertrude Puttock x 
Harlequin = Hurdy Gurdy, was typical and 
tho the results were very good, stripes 
were scarce or very subdued. Harlequin x 
Angel Frost = Angel Blush, these were 
nearly all plain. With coccinea x Carousel, 
most were lovely clean pinks tho one or 
two were delightful striped types. 
Harlequin x Sun Dancer showed more 
promise but the stripes were not as well 
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Masdevallia Lucky Stripe 


Masdevallia Antizana ‘Dragon Lair’ HCC/OSCOV 


defined as I would have liked, though the 
size and shape are excellent. 

When we began to use M. Antizana 
‘Dragon Lair’ we noticed a big improve- 
ment in the percentage of striped progeny 
and a larger range of colours, no doubt 
attributable to its more colourful parentage 
having M. veitchiana and M. strobelii as 
grandparents. An early cross we made was 
Parlatoreana x Antizana = Partizan. It was 
amazing to see just how varied the colours 
could be and how high the percentage of 
stripes, when using a plain colour second 
parent. Size has also been stepping up as 
we hoped, whilst the shape has been main- 


Below: Masdevallia Stripendous ‘Beenak’ 
HCC/AOC 


tained. They have bloomed in every colour 
from orange through to red, yellow and 
cinnamon. Some were light pink such as 
M. Partizan ‘Elegant Rose’ HCC/OSCOV, 
violet or combination of two or more 
colours. Stripes came through in approxi- 
mately 75%; so many goals were achieved 
in this combination. 

One of the interesting breeding lines for 
Masdevallias has been the one incorporat- 
ing M. decumana. This pretty species has 
large flowers produced on rather diminu- 
tive plants. It is also a quite different 
colour being dusky purple and covered in 
darker spots of varying size. The shape is 
also much wider, the sepals broad and 
widely spread, however the flower stems 


Masdevallia Pichincha ‘Cape View’ AM/AOC 


Masdevallia Tuakau Candy ‘Preston’ 


Masdevallia Randwick Bells 


though are short so the blooms don’t stand 
proud of the foliage. The most famous 
hybrid is probably M. Copper Wing 
(veitchiana x decumana). Some very fine 
examples such as M. Copper Wing 
‘Sunburst?’ AM/OSCOV with large and 
colourful flowers is sensational. The 
appeal of this breeding line is obvious so 
how do we make these types in stripes? 
We made Harlequin x decumana. The 
cross didn’t produce many seedlings but 
those we flowered were pink, striped and 
freckled flowers, very strongly influenced 
in shape by M. decumana. Naturally the 
next step once we had found our M. 
Antizana ‘Dragon Lair’ was to use this 
with M. Copper Wing. The resulting cross 
named M. Striped Wing has proven a real 
winner. While not all are striped, and I 
would not expect them to be with the M. 
veitchiana lineage, a substantial number 
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are. This cross will no doubt gain some 
awards as the plants mature and more 
importantly provide great parental mater- 
ial. The colour range includes pink, cinna- 
mon as well as orange. 

The flowers of true M. yungasensis are 
carried on shorter racemes and are a wee 
bit smaller than M. calacodon, the stripes 
are bolder, darker and deeper in colour. 
Some years ago Philip Altmann imported 
plants from San Francisco grower John 
Leathers. Amongst these a remake of M. 
Tuakau Candy (yungasensis x triangu- 
laris). The yellow flowers had much better 
striping, darker wider stripes than the pre- 
vious version using “M. yungasensis ssp. 
calacodon.” 

Eminent Tasmanian grower Preston 
Ling used this M. Tuakau Candy onto M. 
veitchiana to make M. Veitch’s Candy 
Cane. We have seen some of the best deep 


Above: Masdevallia calacodon 


Below: Masdevallia Pichincha ‘Eruption’ 
HCC/OSCOV 
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Masdevallia Partizan ‘Elegant Rose’ HCC/OSCOV 


oranges with nearly black stripes in this x caudata) also with M. Sun Dancer a 
cross with good large flowers and mostly darker yellow with a strong M. veitchiana 
well held and displayed blooms as well. influence. The first of these makes M. 
Another cross that proved the power of M. Magic Dragon which has turned out to be 
yungasensis was with M. Rein Staal, a a pretty good cross with one AM/OSCOV 
large yellow orange, bred from M. wur- to date but many others needing some 
dackii and M. veitchiana, no stripes in the more growth to be seen at their best. What 
parentage but add M. yungasensis and all I really like about this cross is the variabil- 
the progeny were striped, no exceptions so ity in colour, with the AM clone being 
far, with good shape but not as large as I apricot and yellow. Others were more 
would have hoped for, but I do think first pink, yellow or cinnamon. Most were 
generation M. yungasensis will be a bit striped but I have had a plain yellow and 
smaller. plain pink. The shapes are all similar, 
The other cross of Ray Thompson men- medium size, straight legs and full in the 
tioned earlier was M. Pichincha. While I centre. 
initially used this less often, when M. M. (Pichincha x Sun Dancer) however 
Pichincha “Cape View’ AM/AOC came have virtually all looked identical, Sun 
along it was too good to ignore. As ithasa Dancer shape, light yellow with a light red 
lot of yellow in the flower we tried to pick _ stripe, pleasant but not outstanding. With 
up on this by using it with M. Kimballiana, the two crosses being so similar one can 
a pure bright yellow bred from (veitchiana only suppose the M. caudata influence 
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Masdevallia Harlequin ‘Beenak’ 


coming through Kimballiana to be a major 
part of the pink types in particular. In future 
crosses we plan to use M. Kimball’s Sun 
(Kimballiana x Sun Dancer). In fact we 
already have M. (Pichincha x Kimball’s Sun) 
in our catalogue but have only flowered one 
or two. Neither was pink but promising ney- 
ertheless. 

With the main striped species being quite 
small it is important to consider this when 
making new hybrids. Bearing this in mind 
and being aware that M. veitchiana is such a 
magnificent parent it has to be used with the 
best striped parents. However one has to be 
aware of the dominance exerted by M. 
veitchiana that will overpower the other par- 
ent producing plain oranges in substantial 
percentage. Encouraged by Preston’s M. 
Veitch’s Candy Cane, I used M. Pichincha 
‘Cape View’ as the pod parent with M. 
veitchiana supplying pollen. The resulting 
cross registered as M. Stripendous certainly 
did give the desired effect of striped flowers 
in the size range of M. veitchiana with the 
cultivar ‘Beenak’ gaining an HCC/AOC as a 
first bloom seedling. 

On occasion you make a cross you are not 
at all sure about. This one involves M. 
Harlequin and a quite rare species M. torta. If 
you have grown M. torta you will know it 
flowers infrequently but is quite pretty when 
it does if somewhat malodorous. When it did 
flower I made the cross with Harlequin and 
wondered if they would be shy bloomers. 
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Well Harlequin which is a flowering 
machine pulled it through; the 
seedlings blooming at 18 months ex 
flask were a delight. We named the 
cross M. Randwick Bells and received 
an AM/AOC for one in 2007. 

This is part of the story so far in 
striped breeding. The size and form 
produced by M. Stripendous shows 
what can be done but we need to emu- 
late it in whites, yellows and purples. 
M. Bella Donna is the way forward in 
the white line as proved in M. (Bella 
Donna x Antizana), but more work is 
needed to clean up the colours. 
Yellows, through M. Kimball’s Sun, or 
more likely M. Rein Sun which is 
really showing potential to give very 
big flowers. Purples will come 
through M. Hurdy Gurdy and M. 
Carousel which already have the 
striped background and need more 
reinforcement. One thing is certain; 
stripes will never lose their appeal. 
Everyone seems to love them and we 
certainly love creating new vibrant 
hybrids. For availability, keep an eye 
open for our latest seedlings and divi- 


sions on our website: 
www.mtbeenakorchids.com.au 


Clive Halls 

Mt Beenak Orchids 
www.mtbeenakorchids.com.au 
Email: clivehalls @bigpond.com 
27 Hacketts Creek Road 

Three Bridges, Vic 3797 
Ph/Fax 03 5966 7253 


Masaevallia Striped Wing ‘Pink 
Wing’ 


Masdevallia Partizan ‘Cinnamon Stripes’ HCC/OSCOV 


The Australian Orchid Review, April/May 2009 


SHADE & 
HOT HOUSES 


Aussie Shade & Hot Houses can offer you the 


ultimate in plant protection all year round. Contact in all states 


Designed and manufactured in Australia with high 
quality materials, our modular range offers the 1300 88 11 43 
perfect environment for your growing needs. www.aussieshadehouses.com.au 


MODERN - ELEGANT - STYLISH AOR 010 


AOR 042 


Perfect Orchid Products | 


Nita Rich Neem Oil 


, Botanical Insecticide. 
~~ \ Seaweed, Fish | Revolutionary control 
\ emulsion and 


\N i evcrutionary AF, 
) blood and bone. NE scala GIDC TU Sharp shooter 


Grasshoppers, Curl Ready to use 
\ Excellent bal- Grubs, Two Spotted a, ; 
) ance for all 


Mite and Whitefly, Bioige y (nsecticide= 


»\ cide. The safest 

* product to use on 
your orchids for 
all those nasty 


| \ round feeding Perfect for Orchids. ATU EAD 
— 500m! only Mixes with other Eco 
$9.00 products. Electronic 
brochure available. \ 
" 100ml $25 / 250ml $45 / 
Eco oil | 
Natural _— 
miticide/insecti- “pase! Pyrethrum 


» | Safe to use pesticide. 
, Made from plant 
extract. Rate of use 


mee pests — 500ml! 250m! $12.00 
2 $18.00. 1 litre 500m! $22.00 — 
$30.00 1 litre $40.00 Natural fungicide. Works on 
contact. Perfectly safe — 
500gm $18.00 /1.2kg $30.00 
PO Box 572, Sydney Markets NSW 2129 Phone 0416 226520 Tray companyadding postage ae appicab, i 
sales@orchidtrays.com.au www.orchidtrays.com.au Postage 1 item $12.00, 2 items $15.00, 3 or more items $20. 00 


The Australian Orchid Review, April/May 2009 13 


a RR A A A 


Dendrobium speciosum 
| Spectacular Show 2008 — 


Text Phil Ritchie — photos Bill Dobson 
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n September 2008, the seventh annual 
Dendrobium speciosum Spectacular 


Show was held at Kempsey, NSW. If we 


accept that Dendrobium speciosum is one 


variable species complex with nine vari- 
eties (Adams, Burke & Lawson 2006), then 
this show represents the only Australian 
orchid show with the primary focus on one 
particular species — in fact, quite possibly, 
the only one in the world. Having said that, 


other species categories (for species such — 


as Dendrobium kingianum, Dendrobium 
tetragonum, Dockrillia species and terres- 
trials) have also been included and judged, 
and for the last two shows Australian 
hybrids as well. 


The idea of a specialist show focussed — 


on a single species with line bred exam- 
ples is a novel one which came to Ted and 
Winsome Walmsley in the late 1990's. Ted 
and Winsome have been collecting, show- 


ing and line breeding Dendrobium specio- 
sum for the last twenty years or so and ~ 
many of their plants have been awarded. — 


To have such a show focussed on 
Dendrobium speciosum was therefore the 


logical choice for them, not to mention the © 


wide distribution and wonderful variation 
shown by this species. There is also a 
broad horticultural interest in this orchid 


from a wide range of orchid growers as well | 


as garden lovers in general where it may 
be referred to as the King Orchid or (God 
__ forbid!) the Sydney Rock Lily. 

The experience of attending a specialist 


show like this is quite unique as it gives you~ 
the opportunity to really see species varia- - 


tion in one massed display and to see the 
benefits and results from line breeding. 


Apart from the floral and plant morphologi- oq 
cal differences, | hadn’t realised that there — 


was such a significant range of scents from 
this species — sometimes the differences 
are subtle, but nonetheless there. This is 


certainly one of the features of many of our — 
_ indigenous orchids which make them so 


appealing to me. 
__ Like all new ideas, the concept of a spe- 
cialist show like this was not initially 


accepted by all. However, with drive and §j 


_ determination, Ted realised his ambition by 
Staging the first show in September 2002. 

The ANOS (Australasian Native Orchid 
Society) Mid North Coast Group, of which 
Ted and Winsome are members, provided 


increasing and substantial support over ff 


_ the years to the point where this particular 


show is now the premier annual event for 


this ANOS Group. 


Over the years, progressive improve- 
ments have been made and this year a 


. simplification of the judging categories and 


inclusion of the associated hybrid show - 
were great steps forward. An important — 
add on to the show itself has been the field - 
trip organised by the ANOS Mid North — 
seen although few were in bloom as 


_ Coast Group into the surrounding areas to 


_ see arange of species in the wild. As aper- 


son who has not had the chance to do — 


Dendrobium speciosum “Timothy. AM/AOC & HCC/ANOS 2008 


cmch of this, these field trips have been — 
wonderfully interesting and informative. 
This year, the trip involved an excursion — 


into the mountains of the Carrai National 


Park near Kookaburra some 90km west of | 


Kempsey where. a number of Species were 


chance would have it. 


_ Some hohlens from m thi years show 


are shown in the pictures accompanying 
this short article (provided by courtesy of 


Bill Dobson). Shows like this are success- 


ful only through the physical and financial 


support of a group of committed and pas- 


‘sionate people. Financial sponsorship 


and/or other support is always welcome so 
that if you would like to be involved then 
contact Ted Walmsley on (02) 6562-7150 
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_ or Ernie Baldwin on (02) 6585-9328. 
_ My heartfelt thanks to Bill Dobson for 
providing the photographs that accompan 
these notes. A lot of background infor 
tion on the taxonomy and cultivation of the 
Dendrobium speciosum complex. can be tic 
_ found on Bill's extensi @ websit mostly 


ante: /Imembers. optusnet.c co au/elan- 
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bee/index.htm| 


Email: ritchie; je bigpond com 


Below: Dendrobium speciosum (‘Desert Head #1 


Above: iaegvetsinan speciosum (var. acinar ‘Atherton X var curvicaule ‘Daylight Moon’) (growers: Ted & Winsome. 
WRENS) Reserve uevnlen 2008. : ee 


ieelow: Derciabn oan var. grandiflorum ‘Bill's Gold’ (grower: Yvonn Ferris) 


A photoessay of two Chinese slipper orchids: 


and 


Text and photos by Gary Backhouse 


n the December 2007/January 2008 
(Vol. 72, No. 6) edition of the Australian 
Orchid Review, I wrote about a trip I made 
to China in June 2007 to see some of their 
mountain terrestrial orchids, especially the 
slipper orchids of the genus Cypripedium. 


Left: Cypripedium flavum (white) Lijiang 


Below: Cypripedium flavum Zhongdian 


% 


During the trip I was fortunate enough to 
see 16 species plus one natural hybrid of 
these fabulous orchids. 

Two species in particular — 
Cypripedium flavum and Cypripedium 
tibeticum — caught my eye, as much for 


their variation in colour, both within and 
between populations, as well as their abun- 
dance. In this article I present a photo 
essay of the two species, showing some of 
the variation in colour and form that can 
occur. 


Cypripedium flavum Wanglang 


Dendrobium Speciosiin Spectacular 


Kempsey, NSW 


\ 
(Ted & Winsome Walmsley and ANOS Mid North el iccy)) "i } 


Proceeding into its eighth year this show gets a ter Me better 
A must in your list of orchid activities For this year. All welcome 
to exhibit and judging will be by an all ANOS panel. Monetary 
prizes and trophies will be awarded in a range of classes 
including other epiphyte and terrestrial categories. 


Interstate entries are encouraged with a prize for the most 
travelled orchid. 


Sat 5th Sept 10am to 4m 
Sun 6th Sept 9am to 46m 
Mon 7th Sept 9am to 4om 


: 57 Spooners Avenue, Greenhills via Kempsey. 


Electronic copy of brochure with locality map, 

show schedule and associated events available by 
e-mailing John Zietsch at jzi01935@bigpond.net.au 
OR contact Ted Walmsley on (02) 6562 7150 or 
Lloyd Edwards on (02) 6556 9766 


OR 072 


BS [a 


Cypripedium flavum 
P.F. Hunt & Summerh. 

This species is endemic to central and 
southern China, where it is widely distrib- 
uted in the provinces of Gansu, Hubei, 
Sichuan, Yunnan and Xizang (Tibet). It 
grows in open woodland or shrubland 
habitats and on the margins of closed pine 
forest, less commonly inside dense forest, 
at 1,800-3,700 metres altitude. 

I saw this pretty orchid at several moun- 
tain sites in Yunnan and Sichuan 
provinces, where it was often common at 
3,000-3 500 metres altitude. It has a fleshy 
stem to 50cm tall, with a series of large, 
semi-sheathing distinctly ribbed leaves up 
the stem. 

There is a single flower to 7cm across, 
with a characteristic deeply pouched ‘slip- 
per orchid’ lip to 4cm long. The petals may 
be curved forward, flat or recurved at the 
tips. Colour varies from white to deep 
yellow, but is usually pale yellow. 
The sepals and petals may have some 
pale to dark reddish shading, while the 
labellum can have brown, orange or red 
spots. 

A particularly attractive form from near 
Zhongdian in Yunnan province has a red- 
spotted lip and is known as ‘harlequin’. 
This orchid generally grows singly or in 
small groups, and occasionally in quite 
dense clumps — the largest group I saw was 
a clump of about 70 flowering stems in 


The Australian Orchid Review, April/May 2009 


Huanglong in Sichuan province, a superb 
sight indeed. 


Cypripedium tibeticum 
King ex Rolfe 

This large, impressive orchid also 
occurs in central and southern China, in 
Gansu, Sichian, Yunnan and Xizang 
(Tibet) provinces, and perhaps extends to 
Bhutan and Sikkim, although there is some 
doubt over exact distribution due to confu- 
sion in identification with similar species. 
It is characterised by its short stem (gener- 
ally only 15—20cm tall, occasionally taller) 
with three overlapping semi-sheathing 
ribbed leaves, and a single large, nodding, 
bulbous, dark-coloured flower. Sometimes 
plants are so short the flower is just about 
resting on the ground! There is a large leaf- 


Cypripedium flavum (harlequin) Zhongdian 


like bract almost hooding the flower. 

Colour varies from bright pink through 
dark plum reddish to almost black. The 
sepals are often distinctly striped, and the 
broad lip is usually more darkly coloured 
than the sepals and petals. Cypripedium 
tibeticum is an orchid of the mountains, 
where it grows at 2,300-4,200 metres alti- 
tude. 

This species has a strong preference for 
open habitats, often growing in full sun in 
grassland, alpine meadows, less com- 
monly in open woodland and forest mar- 
gins, rarely inside closed forest. It is at its 
best at around 3,500 metres in alpine 
meadows above the tree line, where thou- 
sands of flowering plants can be seen. It 
flowers from May to August, peaking 
around June to July. In Wolong I was for- 


tunate to witness and photograph a syrphid 
fly in the act of pollinating a bloom. 

This species seemed to be especially 
variable; with every mountain location we 
visited having a different colour form. 
Notable amongst these was the so-called 
‘golden tibeticum’, an attractive form 
from near Zhongdian that has dark- 
coloured flowers with golden streaking on 
the sepals and petals; the bright pink, 
‘candy-striped’ plants from Huanglong 
and Wanglang; and the darkest, almost 
black plants from the Sigumang Shan 
Mountains above Wolong in Sichuan 
province. 

This was probably my favourite orchid 
of the China trip, just in terms of its sheer 
abundance in some locations, the dark 
brooding flowers dotting the alpine mead- 


ows. One very dark (almost black) form 
with a pronounced network of ridging on 
the lip has been called Cypripedium cor- 
rugatum Franch, although this seems to be 
nothing more than just one variation 
within a quite variable species, and is gen- 
erally regarded as a synonym of C. 
tibeticum. 


Gary Backhouse 
Greensborough, Victoria 
Email: outbackorchids@hotmail.com 


Right: Cypripedium 
tibeticum (with syrphid 
fly pollinator) Wolong 


Left: Cypripedium 


flavum Lijiang 


Right: Cypripedium 
tibeticum (typical 
form) Huanglong 


World Wide SPECIES 


ORCHIDS Mail Order 
Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 


Burleigh Park Orchid 


Nursery 
54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 


4815. Ph/Fax 0747 740 008 
Lists by mail or email: 
ian@speciesorchids.com 
wwwspeciesorchids.com 
Propagators of the Rare, Beautiful and 
Unusual Orchid Species of the World. 
Accredited CITES & Phyto Export 


Cattleyas Online 


Quality exhibition cattleyas are our 
specialty. 


For a catalogue please phone, fax, or 
e-mail us as below. 


You can also visit us on the Internet at 
www.cattleyasonline.com.au 


Phone/Fax: 07 3388 0866 
Mail: PO Box 4612 
Loganholme 4129 


E-mail: info@cattleyasonline.com.au 


NATIVE ORCHIDS 


Latest Release Seedlings 


AOR 028 


Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 


AVAILABLE “Nicky’s Slippers” 


We also stock treefern, slabs, 


Stakes, pots, sphagnum and One of the world’s leading Paph. breeders. 
bush moss, orchid bark 


i Exciting new Paphs. and Phrags. 
B&T Ferns & Orchids now available. 


30 Wiseman Road Contact us for a copy of our colour catalogue — 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9737 9694 
Melway Ref. 123 NICKY ZURCHER 
Box 326, Virginia, South Australia 5120 
Open 7 days a week Phone/Fax (08) 8380 9360 aoe 
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Cypripedium tibeticum (golden form) Zhondian Ye 


AAth Tropical 
Queensland 
Orchid Council 
Conference & 
Show 


Hosted by The Atherton Tableland Orchid 
Society Inc. 
Queen’s Birthday Weekend of June 5-8, 2009. 


Merrilands Hall, Atherton Showground, Robert 
Street, Atherton, Queensland. 


The Australian Orchid Review, April/May 2009 


Early Bird registration $150.00; Close 31st March 2009. 
Late Bird registration $175.00; Close 1st June 2009. 


Registration fee includes all meals except breakfast from 
Friday evening to Sunday evening, and free entry into 
orchid show, conference lectures, and sales area. 


Local & Interstate Nurseries will be offering an extensive 
range of orchids, bromeliads, companion plants, fertil- 
izers, accessories and books. Limited sale sites avail- 
able. Inquire now for sale sites and further information. 
For further information and to go on the 
mailing list, contact: 
Conference Secretary, PO Box 427, 
Atherton Qld 4883. 
Phone: 07 40915715 A/H; Fax: 07 4093 3644 
Email: ebatey@bigpond.net.au 


AOR 067 


Orchid | Species 
Plus 


Specialising in species orchids, 
flasks and selected hybrids 
Mail Order specialists 
Open by appointment only 
Props: Bill and Jan Miles 


405 Main Street 
Kingston, Victoria 3364 


03 5345 6387 
orchidspeciesplus@bigpond.com 
www.orchidspeciesplus.com.au 


Mt Beenak 
Orchids 


www.mtbeenakorchids.com.au 


Cool growing orchids and 
Mail Order our speciality 
27 Hacketts Creek Rd, Three Bridges, Vic. 3797 
Ph/Fax (03) 5966 7253 
Email: clivehalls@bigpond.com 


Check our website for a list of new 
Cymbidium and Zygopetalum 
hybrids and of course 
Masdevallia divisions, etc. 
Also updated cultural advice. 


Western Orchids /Lahoratories 


TISSUE CULTURE MEDIA — for orchids and other 
unusual genera — when ordering please advise the 
orchid genus and whether it is needed for sowing, 
replating or cloning [liquid or solid]. 

HORMONE KEIKI PASTE — 4m tubes for the stem 
propagation of Phalaenopsis and related genera. 
LABORATORY SERVICE — sowing of green pods, _ 
dry seed, replating, cloning and colchicine treatment. 
TISSUE CULTURE PRIMER — a 20 page article 
which covers all aspects of laboratory work and 
medium preparation. 

DVD — covers medium preparation and the sowing of 
a green pod. 

FLASKS — Disa, cymbidiums [showbench, potplant, 
cascading intermediates] Australian Native cymbidi- 
ums [species and hybrids], coolgrowing dendrobium 
seedlings, sarcochilus, Australian terrestrials and 
some exotics. 
PLANTS — Disa, dendrobium kingianum and specio- 
sum and Australian native cymbidium hybrids. 


Reconditioned autoclaves and laminar flow cabinets. 
Props: 


+ 
o 
ira 
re) 
< 


AOR 124 


Kevin and Helen Western 
P.0. Box 276 
Blackwood SA 5051 


ph/fx: +61 8 8270 4599 
email: westernorchids@bigpond.com 


web: www.westernorchids.com 
{for catalogues and medium information] 


AOR 149 
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Above: Cypripedium tibeticum (pink) Wanglang 


Below: Cypripedium tibeticum (very dark) Wolong 
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THIS & THAT 


Aspley Orchid Society 
Mothers’ Day Show 


he Aspley Orchid Society will conduct its 

Mothers’ Day Orchid Show at the 
Community Hall, Edinburgh Castle Road, 
Wavell Heights on the weekend of 9th and 10th 
May, 2009. Doors will be open from 8.30am 
until 4.00pm Saturday and 8.30am_ until 
3.30pm Sunday. Benching of plants will be 
between 2.00pm and 7.30pm on Friday, 8th 
May, 2009. 

Our Mothers’ Day Show is special in our 
Society’s calendar of events for we are able to 
give financial support to the Aspley Special 
School which does highly commendable work 
to help students build up the necessary skills to 
fit into society. Any support which is given to 
us in making this show a success, flows on to a 
most worthy cause. 

A spectacular display of orchids in bloom 
will be presented in a wide variety of genera. 
Plants in flower from members and participat- 
ing nurseries will be available for sale. Floral 
arrangements, especially for mother, have been 
extremely popular in past years. Potting 
demonstrations and cultural advice will be 
available from our more experienced members. 
The Aspley Special School will again mount a 
display of the children’s work. 

We ask you to support us in our endeavours 
towards the Aspley Special School. 

Further information is available from Jan 
Patterson, phone (07) 3269 7537. | 


Selections from our 
latest listings 


C. schilleriana ‘Marie’ HCC/AOC x 
C. schilleriana ‘DS’. Outstanding forms 
of the species. 


Vanda Pachara Delight ‘Blue Universal’. 
New release blue mericlone. 


Dtps. Chain Xen Mammon ‘112’. 
Harlequin clone with white base colour 
and heavy maroon blotching. 


C. trianae ‘A.C. Burrage’ AM/RHS. 
Superior variety of the species. 


Paph. Hsinying Web x sukhakulii. 
Maudiae style flowers with heavily 


spotted petals. 


Dtps. Sogo Pearl. Striking Yellow 
harlequin. 


Phone or e-mail for your listing 


Robertson 
Orchids 


262-290 Blackall Range Road 
West Woombye, Qid 4559 


Ph: 07 5442 1913 


Email — robertsonorchid@ozemail.com.au 
Web — robertsonorchids.com.au 
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Orchid 


Review 


WELCOMES EDITORIAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS 


Address editorial to: 

David P. Banks (Editor) 
Australian Orchid Review 

20 Baker Street, Banksmeadow 
NSW 2019 AUSTRALIA 

Email: 
david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 


te) 


Please ensure that all slides, 
photographs and electronic files 
are clearly marked with the 
author's name and address 


in partnership with 


Orchid Society of New South Wales One 
Hawkesbury District Oxchid Society ne 
Blue Mountains & Pentith Districts Orchid Society One 
Blacktown City Orchid Society ne 


presents 


Orchid Show and Sales 


Friday 1 May and Saturday 2 May — 9.00am-4.00pm 
Sunday 3 May — 9.00am-3.00pm 


Admission $5.00 
Group Consession 20% discount 
20% Pensioner discount (Pension Card) 
Children under 15 free (if accompanied by an adult) 
Ample free parking 
BBQ and hot and cold drinks will be available at the venue 


Vendors 
David Keanelly Orchids, Royale Orchids, | 
Fong Ping Orchids, Rosella Orchids, 

Dendi Orchids, Tinonee Orchids, Orchids on Newbold, 
Orchid Species Plus, The Orchid tray Co., 
Nicky Zurcher, The Australian Orchid Co., 

Dark Star Orchids, Miriam Ann Orchids 
and Macquarie Native Orchids 


Chairman: Peter Stubbs on 9837 2527 — stubbspj@primusonline.com.au 
Show Marshall: Craig Scott-Harden on 4578 3115 — craigsh@people.net.au 


= 


29 


hid Review, April/May 2009 


Aporum — A New “‘Old”’ Genus 


(se of years back when I was liv- 
ing in the Philippines, I was out in the 
forest with a local guy acting as my guide. 
Whenever we found a fallen tree or broken 
branches we would look them over and 
rescue any plants that were still alive. Bear 
in mind that my friend has no major inter- 
est in orchids, or other plants in general 
(unless they are edible). 

Upon our return to the house we started 
to sort the plants into their different gen- 
era. The Bulbophyllums were readily dis- 
tinguished because of their growth habit, 
as were the Vandaceous species. When we 
got to the Dendrobiums an interesting 
thing happened. There were about a dozen 
species of Dendrobium and my friend 
divided them into several groups because 
of the growth habit of the plants. He sep- 
arated the Aporums we had collected into 
one batch. The plants of Dendrobium cru- 
menatum and D. philippinense were in 
another group and a small plant of D. 
anosmum made a third group. When I told 
him that all three separate groups were 
one genus he looked at me and said “Well 
the plants all look different to me” and in 


Left: Aporum wenzelii (photo: D.P. Banks) 


by Jim Cootes 


hindsight my friend was absolutely cor- 
rect. 

In 1825, Dr. Carl Blume established the 
genus Aporum based on a plant he named 
Aporum lobatum. A few years later Dr. 
John Lindley proposed that Aporum was 
better defined as a section of the large 
genus Dendrobium. This proposal was fol- 
lowed by the majority of botanists and tax- 
onomists for many years; until 1981, when 
Brieger and Rauschert did some rather rev- 
olutionary (at the time) taxonomic trans- 
fers. These transfers were generally disre- 
garded by the majority of plant scientists at 
the time. 

This distinctive group of plants 
remained within the genus Dendrobium 
until recent studies by Dr. Mark Clements, 
at the Centre of Plant Biodiversity 
Research, Australian National Herbarium, 
in Canberra. These studies, which are 
backed up with DNA findings prove con- 
clusively that Aporum is a distinct genus 
readily separable from Dendrobium. 

As my friend observed, the plants are 
very readily separable from other plants 
known as dendrobiums on the growth 


habit alone. Is it possible that too much 
emphasis is placed on floral characters 
when vast differences in plant habit are as 
plain as the nose on one’s face? Many 
other groups of flowering plants, such as 
the pitcher plants (Nepenthes and 
Sarracenia) have descriptions based 
mainly on their foliage. 

Plants from the genus Aporum have 
equitant leaves which are hard and fleshy, 
broadest at the base of the leaf and then 
tapering towards the apex. There are no 
readily discernable pseudobulbs in this 
genus. The usually small, flowers are pro- 
duced singly. In some species the flower- 
ing portion of the plant is a leafless exten- 
sion to the leafy stem. In other species the 
flowers appear from a group of bracts at 
the apex of the leaves. Both examples of 
the flowering habit are illustrated in this 
article. 

The majority of the species are uncom- 
mon in cultivation and are usually only 
seen in botanical institutes and specialist 
species collections. Even though the flow- 
ers are small in this genus, the plants make 
an interesting year-round addition to any 


Below: Aporum distichum green form (photo: D.P. Banks) 
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Above: Aporum distichum 
(photo Jim Cootes) 


Right: Aporum aloifolium 
(photo: David Titmuss) 
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orchid collection on their attractive growth 
habits alone. 


A Selection of Species: 

Aporum albayense is a Philippines 
endemic species which grows at low ele- 
vations. I have seen this plant growing on 
the trunks of coconut palms in the south- 
ern Philippines. The flowers are about 
5mm across the lateral sepals, the widest 
point. 

Aporum aloifolium is a widely distrib- 
uted species which has been recorded from 
Thailand, Peninsular Malaysia, Indonesia, 


Borneo and the Philippines. It grows at 
low elevations and in some localities it 
becomes very common. The sepals and the 
petals reflex badly and the diameter of the 
bloom is barely 3 millimetres. 

Aporum distichum appears to be 
endemic to the Philippines where it is 
widely spread. It grows at elevations up to 
1,400 metres. Flowers are about 6mm in 
diameter. There is also an uncommon 
green form of this species which lacks the 
red striping on the floral segments. It is not 
an albino though as there are minor pink | 
markings on the anther cap. 
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Mail Order 


Orchid bookshop 


Review 


COOL FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


Ross Macdonald is a highly respected orchid grower and 
photographer from the North Island of New Zealand. 
This volume is devoted to cool growing orchid genera, 
which are easy to cultivate in New Zealand and southern 
Australia. Growers in tropical areas should not be dis- 
couraged, as many of these orchids are indeed adapt- 
able and will grow in a range of climates. Andy Easton 
has written the foreword. Ross has devoted the first few 
pages of the book to cultural hints, which are down to earth and give practical informa- 
tion on the basics of orchid cultivation. Basically this is a pictorial book with over 300 full 
colour photographs, covering a similar number of orchid species and hybrids. The qual- 
ity of both the photographs and the colour reproduction is impressive. All of the orchids 
have been captured using available sunlight and there is no flash photography. There is 
a wide range of orchid genera covered with particular emphasis placed on cymbidiums, 
dendrobiums, laelias, masdevallias, the Odontoglossum alliance and Paphiopedilum. 


COOL FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
— 


ROSS MACDONALD 


The photographs are arranged in four chapters, referring on their main blooming sea- 
son. The use of seasons ensures the text is also applicable to growers in the northern 
hemisphere. This inexpensive book is exceptional value and importantly is written by 
someone who knows and grows these orchids. | thoroughly recommend this book 
to orchid growers, as it will be of great value to both novice and experienced 


144 rp soncover. _(URDICOINTPRIE $n 253, 


THE WORLD OF ORCHIDS - 2 


The World of Orchids — 2 has been written by members 
and friends of the North Shore Orchid Society about 
4 orchids grown in Sydney and its environs, and we are 
indebted to those people for their time and effort. 


The world of. 


It has been produced to cover a large range of genera 
to help not only the novice, but also the experienced 
| grower in their present fields of interest, and to tempt 
and encourage them to try other genera. 


It should be pointed out that the methods of culture used 
by the authors are those which they themselves have 
found successful. Growers should try any changes to 
their own culture gradually and on a few plants first, as 


orchids respond differently under differ- 
OUR DISCOUNT PRICE S939 oF 
POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


ent conditions. 
80 7 B&W. 
pages icolouncnd was 911.90 RRP (Ind. 6st) " 


MORE FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS 
THROUGHOUT THE 


YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering 
Orchids throughout the Year. It is in the same 
format and style as the previous book, but 
also includes some genera that would require 
artificial heating in cooler climates. This vol- 
ume covers a further 314 orchid species and 
hybrids with 344 colour plates. Both texts are 
highly recommend to all orchid fanciers; 
particularly newcomers who wish to see an 
array of delightful flowers that they could 
grow. 


MORE FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


SS MACDONALD 


sean sein ——_ORDKCOINTRKE S539, 


The publishers of the 
Australian Orchid Review 
are pleased to offer readers popular 
orchid books at special discount prices. 


Just select the hook(s) you require and 
fill in the details on the form provided. 


New titles will be added to the list when 
they become available: 


ORCHIDS IN YOUR 
GARDEN 


How to grow orchids in 
| the backyard 


Robert Friend 


It sounds too good to be true, but orchids 
are as easy to grow in the backyard as a 
| lawn or a bed of roses. Despite their 

exotic reputation, the everyday gardener 
| can grow orchids without special pots or 
greenhouses. 


1 The book shows you haw to introduce 
orchids into the garden, by attaching 
them to trees, fixing them on rocks and 
§| walls, or planting them in garden beds. 
b| With more than 150,000 species and 
hybrids of orchids in the world, there are 
plants suitable for every garden. 


Robert Friend draws on a lifetime's experience with orchids to explain how to choose 
the right orchid for your climate and how to landscape orchids in different types of 
gardens. Ranging from tropical to cool climate areas, from large acreages to small 
conver gardens, almost every backyard can enjoy the best of one of nature's 


oe ORDKONTANES, 19.5, 


144 pages 
was $22.50 RRP (Incl. GST) t5?*s¥sewo Hous 


| How to grow archi ids 


nthe ws ard i 


ROBERT 1 RIEND 


Colour and B&W. 


INTRODUCING 
CATTLEYAS 


Noni J. Mammait 


Noni Mammatts fascination with the 
Catlleya Alliance, their most beautiful 
blooms and extensive range of colour 
combinations, has prompted Noni to | 
share the results of her own trials in suc- 
cessfully growing and flowering all types 
of this most beautiful genus under sha- 
dehouse conditions in the city of Perth in 
Western Australia. She hopes that as a 
result of her writing some new growers, 
as well as the experienced growers of 
other orchid genera, may be encouraged 
to introduce the excotieya Alliance into 


ORDA $6.8 


was was $7.15 RRP (Incl. GST) 


24 pages, B&W. 


0. 


RRP (Incl. GST)" nse Ho wa 


A GUIDE TO NATIVE 
ORCHIDS OF SOUTH 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
j| by Bob Liddelow 


"| This book beautifully illustrates the orchids of 
| this part of Australia. Bob Liddelow has spent a 
considerable amount of time in the field, each 
season, seeking out many different orchids. 


This is an Orchid Guide with a difference. 
Instead of covering all species with total distri- 
bution areas, this book treats a very representa- 
tive collection of orchids in great detail. The 
‘| specific sites for each orchid are illustrated with 
‘mud maps’. 


Big) Guide to 
"i Native Orchids of 
South Western Australia 


The book also cross-references some 142 
orchids with about 100 sites in the greater south-west of Western Australia. Every 
orchid is illustrated in full colour. 


There is also comprehensive indexes, a glossary, author’s notes and more. 


sree RDKOINTENE S29 95, 


colour throughout. 
210mm x 148mm. 


Softcover. 


SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS 


OF AUSTRALIA 
Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the first 
book to cover all aspects of species of the 
genus Sarcochilus. Compact plants of great 
floral beauty with ease of culture, they are 
mostly cool to cold growing, requiring lim- 
ited space, and for these reasons are 
quickly becoming the orchid of the future. 


The book gives each individual species a 
separate entry, with information on its his- 
tory, synonyms, distribution, habitat, cultiva- 
tion and hybrids, along with a drawing 
showing the main parts of the plant and 
flower, plus a colour plate providing an 
easy means of identification. 

Hybridising, including intergenerics, is dealt with in detail — most registered hybrids 


being accompanied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pollination, seed rais- 
ing and cultural information for the home grower. 


WALTER T. UPTON 


This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very popular 


and’ informative Dendrobium URDKCOUNTPIE S3 OURDSCOWTPRE $33.78, 


Orchids of Australia. 
119 pages, colour and B&W. was $3955 RRP (Ind. GST) (Ind. GST) 


LYCASTE ORCHIDS - 


Lycaste 7 - 
Orchids Cultivation and 
oan TA Hybridisation 

See | A.W. Alcorn 


Lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they produce 
flowers that range from the beautiful to the bizarre. 
No book previously has provided detailed cultural 
requirements of the Lycaste, and this book should fill 
that gap, and encourage new growers to take up the 
cultivation of this beautiful genus. A section on 
hybridising contains valuable information on inherit- 
ance and genetics that will benefit any hybridiser, not 
just the grower of Lycastes, as well as helpful hints on 
how to avoid pitfalls in your hybridising program. Michael Hallett, a friend of Fred 
Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with Fred and has completed it 
posthumously. He has a acre une in genetics, research and botany, anda poss 


sion for plants, especially orch OU DISCOUNT PRICE OURDGCOUMTRE $y 15,0 


237 pages 
‘was $2855 RRP (Ind. GST) 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 


A, FW. Alcorn 


Colour and B&W. 


/ 


GROWING PHALAENOPSIS AT HOME 
by James Neal 
This book is essential reading and reference for 


any person who grows, or is intending to grow, 
Phalaenopsis. 


Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, || _ 
explains and elaborates on light conditions, water- | 
ing, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and diseases. 


Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are named 
and the implications of growing seedlings, illustrate | | 
some of the more difficult ideas for the layman to | 
understand. 


The colour photography illustrates beautifully the | 
topics under discussion and the orchid names are 
supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 


The illustrations drawn by Jim's son Jamie are per- ~ 


sSoeneesinse OANA (VRDKCOUT IRE $1.2. 


subject more easily understood. 
56 pages. 
was was $1375 RRP (Incl, GST) 5 RRP (Incl. GST). 


Colour and B&W. 


WHAT ORCHID 


IS THAT? 
Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most passionately 
cultivated flowers world-wide, and for centu- 
ries it has been a symbol for the exotic and 
mysterious in the human imagination. As the 
brilliant photographs in this book show, the 
shapes, hues and textures of many of these 
extraordinary flowers continue to produce a 
shock of wonder in the viewer. 


What 


Orchid 


a Tha: a 


This book will delight everyone, from the 
gardener with a casual interest in orchids, to 
the confirmed enthusiast. It takes in a wide 
spectrum of orchid genera and more than 
1100 species common in cultivation, pre- 
sented by an international team of experts. 


The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, introduces orchid habitat, dis- 
tribution, names and classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow orchids and 
control pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 


OMS a 
OVER 1100 SPECIES ILLUSTRATED AND IDENTIFIED 


ene 
ALEC PRIDGEON 


The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z”, includes descriptions, names and synonyms, 
geographic distribution, notes on culture, and photographs drawn from collections 
around the world, showing the best-known species in cultivation. 


Whether you are buying, growing or 


just looking, this is the ultimate aide Ou OURDISCOUNTRE PRICES, 
to orchids. 
45.22. 


304 pages, colour. was 954,95 RRP (Inc. GST) GST) 


Subscribe now to the 


Australian 
Orchid Review 


Australia’s premier orchid 
magazine covering all genera 


For six, twelve or eighteen issues of 
Australian Orchid Review, fill in the form opposite 
and post in now together with your payment. 


Ph: 02 6682 2635 Fax: 02 6682 2605 


ORCHID GROWERS ACCESSORIES CATALOGUE 2009 


The most comprehensive catalogue of orchid growing products in Australia 


ORCHIDMATE ™ 


Purpose designed coconut husk fibre orchid growing media designed 
by orchidists for use by orchidists and growers of sensitive plants. 


Known pH 5.5 ~ 6.5 & EC 0.5 dS/m. 
4.5kg bales that expand when wet. 


Price per bale $13.50 Fine (3-5mm) 
20 bales $11.50 Small (5 - 8mm) 
50 bales $10.50 Medium (8 - 12mm) 
150 bales (pallet) $9.50 Large (12 - 18mm) 


Extra Large (20 - 30mm) 


Australia’s leading orchid growing media. 


Sphagnum Moss 


f a 

Export quality { 
Imported from New Zealand 

150gm $7.50 

3kg $77.00 

12kg $260.00 

Labels Wire Hangers 
Locally manufactured Australian market leader 


Colours available 

White, red, pink, sage, dark green, yellow & light blue. 
Boxes of 1,000 x 85mm $41.95 each or .07c each 
Boxes of 1,000 x 140mm $59.95 each or .09c each 


Four leg 900mm wire hangers 


Pack of 120 $66.00 
Each $1.00 


Australia’s best value. 
Professionally made. 
Easily cut to size. 


Made from strong 
galvanised wire. 


3 Sussex Street, Woodburn 2472 


100% ee WATER 
Bee SAVER 
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ants & roots from extreme weather 
conditions in sum ble ne at orchids. . 
ORCHIDMATE coconut husk chips are available range of graded si 
meet the demands of growing all orchids, 
S For best results: 

" Expand by soaking in water, drain and use. 


JORCHIDMATE coconut husk chips will not decompose like bark & are fo re-wet, 
oman coconut husk chips have stable and seal ph & superior drainage 
jualities iting in vigorous growth & strong hot syst 


ORCHIDMATE — ec.teosesm 
pH 5.5-6.5 


Cocontit Husk Chips 
E SIZE 


2635 
Oi Ee RCHIDS Weight: min 4.5kg 
(02) 6553 1012 Product of Sri Lanka 
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The humungous monster pot! For the seriously big 
specimen plant. Any bigger your wife might pinch it 
for the washing basket. Mesh construction for great 
growth. Great for big speciosums, grammatophyllums, 
etc. 


Hangers 
Four leg long swivel hangers $85.00 per 50 
2.00 each 


450mm Mesh Pot $75.00 per pack of 12 
$8.00 each 


Fits almost any pot. Black 570mm grOP 


Wire products 


Imported from Thailand. 
Best quality...Best prices 


Round wire baskets 
Manufactured from galvanized wire & without handles 


, 

| 

100mm $1.90 each $75.00 per 60 

125mm $2.50 each $56.00 per 40 | 

Special purpose mesh pots at great prices and in 150mm $2.20 each $49.00 per 30 } 

garden green colour. 200mm $3.00 each $45.00 per 20 
250mm $4.00 each $66.00 per 20 
165mm x 100mm Mesh Green Pot $22.00 per 24 300mm $5.00 each $80.00 per 20 


$1.20 each 


215mm x 70mm Saunt Mesh Green Pot $30.00 per 36 
$1.00 each 


Staking wire | 
Special soft aluminum wire that can be bent &rebent =| 
to follow the growth habit of any spike. 
900mm $0.95 each $75.00 per 100 
300mm x 115mm Squat Mesh Green Pot $30.00 per 12 | 600mm $0.55 each $45.00 per 100 


Plant holders 
Specially designed from soft aluminum wire 
Use to hold freshly repotted plants solid in the pot } 
y One size fits all $ 17.50 per 25 or .90c each 


Hangers 


Four leg universal hangers Pack of 100 $68.95 
.90c each 


Fits almost any pot. Black 370mm 


EASY ORCHIDS HAS AGREAT | 

RANGE OF SPECIES AND HYBRID | 

ORCHIDS FROM FLASK TO | 
FLOWERING SIZE. 
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Large Nursery Tray 
Just the thing for so many jobs around the nursery. $6.90 each or 20 for $119.00 


ee 
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EASY BENCHING 640mm x 365mm 
$150.00 per 50 or $4.00 each 


Australia’s cheapest basket pots. 


70mm BASKET POT 
70mm x 70mm x 45mm $59.90 per 500 or .20c each 


100mm BASKET POT 
100mm x 100mm x 55mm _ $33.00 per 100 or .40c each 


125mm BASKET POT 
125mm x 125mm x100mm $88.00 per 150 or .70c each 


150mm BASKET POT 
150mm x 150mm x 80mm $45.00 per 50 or $1.20 each 


200mm BASKET POT 
200mm x 200mm x 90mm $58.00 per 50 or $1.70 each 


250mm BASKET POT $75.00 per 50 or $2.20 each 
The biggest of it's type. Suitable for vandas, bulbos, 
cattleyas etc = i 


aaa PAs 


wire hangers to fit 
these pots. 


y 
a a ptr ina pape nt mt er rene ere neni tenant, 


WWW.EASYORCHIDS.COM 


\ 


Don't forget to order | 


WE WILL SHIP YOUR Gop. 
WITH ANY COURIER yoy 
NOMINATE. HOWEVER IF yoy 
LEAVE IT TO US WE WILL Use 
STAR TRACK EXPRESS Wu y, 
FIND RELIABLE, TRACKARLE 

PROMPT & CHEAPER THay. 
AUSTRALIA POST. THE More 
UNITS PER SHIPMENT Tue 
CHEAPER IT GETS. 


eee i 
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EasyKlips 


Buy direct from the importer & save. ; 
Tried & proven over many years. 

Three sizes available 
Small 500 clips 
Medium 500 clips 


$45.00 
$82.50 
$55.00 


Large 200 clips 


a - ~~ J 
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$125.00 per 1000 or .16c each 


Black or brown available 
Packed in lettuce boxes random size 
Pieces priced to size or Buy in bulk $119.00 per box = | 


50MM BLACK TUBE 
$89.00 per 1000 or .13c each 


Ran. aed 


FOR ALL YOUNG PLANTS 


reer errr errrnnrrence ranean renner 


Fern Disk 
BOTH SQUARE & ROUND Round Tree Fern on hanger. 
$10.00. Min size 300mm diameter 
FIT 30 HOLE TRAYS 
PERFECTLY 

What a great pot for so many orchids. Classic shape, | Small tree fern basket 

great drainage & legs for auto air pruning etc. | Approx 150m diameter 

Heavy construction. Pre drilled for wire hangers great | $8.00 each 


for broms also. 


160mm Squat Heavy Pot $27.50 per 50 or .70c each 
220mm Squat Heavy Pot $55.00 per 50 or $1.40 each 


Large tree fern basket 
Approx 200mm diameter 
$10.00 each 


MEDIUM SHALLOW POT 
150mm x 45mm deep. $85.00 per 100 or $1.20 each 


LARGE SHALLOW POT 


ORCHID SOCIETIES GET 260mm wide x 50mm $80.00 per 50 or $2.00 each 


TOGETHER FOR BULK ORDERS ——Soormm vice x 50mm $197 50 per 50 oF $4.80 each 
AND SAVE. ) 


SPECIAL RATES AVAILABLE 
FOR MOST PRODUCTS!!! 


ASK FOR A QUOTE FOR YOUR 
SOCIETY 


Le Speer arava eng a cern agentannoyn 
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125mm Slimline black $138.90 per 450 or .35c each | Clear orchid pot with side splits, dome, extra UV. 
140mm Slimline black $106.00 per 300 or .39c each | Specially made for Phalaenopsis growers. 
175mm Slimline black $33.00 per 50 or .75c each 
200mm Standard black pot $45.00 per 50 or 1.00c each 


80mm CLEAR POT $100.00 per 500 or .35c each 
100mm CLEAR POT $75.00 per 230 or .56c each | 
140mm CLEAR POT $129.90 per 360 or .50c each i 
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250mm Standard pot $145.00 per 100 or $1.70 each 
300mm Standard pot $25.00 per 25 per or $1.20 each 
; 100mm BLACK POT $30.00 per 230 or .25c each ; 
i These must be Australias cheapest 100mm pots i i 
430mm Standard black pot $52.00 per 10 or $6.00 each | 
500mm Standard black pot $85.00 per 10 or $11.00 each | 
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Three leg adjustable length heavy weight chain hangers | 
$2.50 each or $150.00 ner 75 
i Cane, OUT Py 
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How often do you find you need a saucer? Of course 


you can drill these & use them as pots very successfully | So many uses for this beauty. Wide, low & with built in | 
also. ‘ legs for air pruning etc. Specially good for speciosums, | |} 
150mm Saucer $50.00 per 100 or .75c each i specimen plants and broms. Extra heavy construction. | | 
200mm Saucer $35.00 per 50 or $1.00 each j 
260mm Saucer $45.00 per 50 or $1.40 each : 250mm Squat Pot w/legs $33.25 per 25 or $1.60 each | 


300mm Saucer $95.00 per 50 or $2.20 each 
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80mm SQUAT POT $155.00 per 875 or .22c each | 
100mm SQUAT POT $95.00per 450 or .25 each | 
120mm SQUAT POT $115.00 per 450 or .33 each 
140mm SQUAT POT $109.90 per 360 or .44 each 


Www 
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50MM INDIVIDUAL TUBE TRAY 
30 hole each numbered $195.00 per 50 or $5.50 each 


| 
i 


i 
4 
[ 
i 
80mm POT TRAY 
Will hold 70mm to 80mm pots. 7 
15 holes per trav $165.00 per 50 or $5.00 each I 


Coir fibre for use as a basket liner, for lining Vanda 
baskets, or in a pot for those orchids that like outstanding 
drainage. Great for decorative toppings. 


Long Strand, Loose coconut fibre $29.95 per 5kg 


“ornare mnt amen nntenir tartans nme ternary 
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100mm POT TRAY 12 hole. 
Will hold 90 to 110mm pots. 
$165.00 per 50 or $5.00 each 


150mm POT TRAY 6 hole. i 
Will hold 120mm to 160mm pots q 
$195.00 per 50 or $5.50 each 


75mm TUBE $79.00 per 500 or .22c each | 


REGULAR FLASK IMPORTS 
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So popular & so versatile, these baskets pots have PLANT PROTECTOR @2 EASY ORCHIDS | 
proven great sellers since introduction to Australia. 1 litre $25.00 each PLANT PROTECTOR" 
Can be hung or benched } 20 litre $275.00 each sper 
{ protects from: t 
25mm Round Basket Pot $35.00 per 600 or .07c each_ | Australias best antitranspirant. |  -mosture Loss by up to s0% 
87mm Round Basket Pot $66.00 per 200 or .37c each | Use to protect plants from “The damaging affects of heat 
100mm Round Basket Pot $19.80 per 50 or .45ceach | extremes of temperature, ~ Sea spray and wind burn 
150mm Round Basket Pot $56.00 per 70 or $1.00 each | wind,etc. Sra duineglin atteges bl end and 
200mm Round Basket Pot $55.00 per 50 or $1.25 each | ae ore growers best i 
i rend. Features 


PLANT PROTECTOR can substantially } 
reduce moisture losses by up to 50%, 
eliminate sun and windburn damage 
as well as increase frost tolerance by 
an additional 4 Deg. PLANT PROTECTOR 
will not impede plant growth or i 
photosynthesis, is non-toxic, pH 
neutral and will biodegrade in 
sunlight. 


1 Litre 
EASY ORCHIDS 


3 Sussex Street, Woodbum 2472 } 
Phone 02 6682 2635 Fax 02 6682 2605 b 
www.easyorchids.com 


SEEDLING TRAY BLACK 
$69.00 per 50 or $1.60 each | 


PLASTIC FERTILISER BASKET 


Make fertilising an easy task. Load with slow release | 
organic (or other) fertiliser & each time watering occurs | 
your plant is automatically fed. Time saver!! j 


$135.00 per 500 
or $4.50 per 10 


80mm EXTRA HEAVY DUTY POT 
$55.00 per 250 or .30c each 


Teak Baskets 

Pack of 4 sets 

100mm, 150mm and 200mm (total 12 pieces). 
The best value teak baskets in Australia. 


$35.00 per pack of 4 sets (12 pieces) 
$12.00 per set (3 pieces) 

$8.00 Large basket 
$5.00 Medium basket | 
$3.00 Small basket 


$$$ __—_—___—_—— 


$$$ - 
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New to Australia 


Exclusive to Easy Orchids. 


Portable 240V Fogger 
Simple to operate great for reducing temperature and increasing 
humidity. 
Only $399.00 each plus safety cover $50.00 each. 
The biggest help for orchid hobbyists we have seen in years. 


Just some of the new range to be added soon. 


All of these items will make growing orchids a little easier. | 
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Terracotta Virgin Cork 

Terracotta has long been known as a great orchid At the time of printing cork has become 

growing medium. unavailable. We hope to be able to 

offer some by the time you are 

New expanded range is coming soon. All pots reading this. 

purpose designed for orchid growing. Ask for 

details. 


Please enquire. 


ee 


Terms and conditions 


All pricing includes GST and is ex warehouse. Freight additional at cost. 


Wholesale/commercial grower pricing available upon request. All pricing subject 
to change without notice. 


ALL PRODUCTS AVAILABLE DIRECT FROM EASY ORCHIDS OR OUR 
DISTRIBUTORS AROUND AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 


Australian 


POI eee cescneges sues edessosecssesttenentiuccsesesersegssareretsnssenrenserednresassesteceagssssstt+s+-¢) lla 
K( , L } id Recommended Our Plus Grand 
Postage Retail Price 


Discount Postage Total Number of Total 
Review Item & Title Zone . _ (RRP) Price & Handling Price Copies $ 
1. Cool Flowering Orchids A A$25.30 + A$6.00 = A$31.30 
Throughout the Year R Incl. GST} = US$25.50 
e 

M al l O Yr d @ 2. The World of Orchids - 2 A = A$11.90 A$9.50 + A$6.00 = A$15.50 
cae vraletae R (incl, GST) (Incl. GST) = US$13.65 
book s h O p © 3. Mare Flowering orchids A A$25.30 + A$6.00 | = A$31.30 
Throughout the Year R (Incl. GST) = US$25.50 
4, Orchids In Your Garden A | =A$22.50| $19.95 + A$6.00 | = A$25.95 
R (Incl. GST) (incl. GST) = US$24.75 
5. Introducing Cattleyas A = A$7.15 A$6.60 + A$3.00 = A$9.60 
Postage Zones R (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$8.20 
. 6. A Guide to Native Orchids A = A$34.95 A$29.95 + A$8.00 = A$37.95 
A Australia, New Zealand of Western Australia R (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$45.00 

ele) CETTE wh hilus Orchid: A A$39.95 A$33.75 A$6.00 A$39.75 [ee 

» Sarcochilus Orchids = 15 + 4 = } 

(Quoted A$ Dollars) of Australia R (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$33.80 

8. Lycaste Orchids - A = A$28.55 A$15.00 + A$6.00 = A$21.00 [ 
R_ Rest of World Cultivation and Hybridisation R (incl. GST) | asisoos | assco | = US$20.00 
(Quoted US$ Dollars) 9. Growing Phalaenopsis at Home A = A$13.75 A$12.80 + A$3.00 = A$15.80 
R (Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$13.85 

Pas | Ra an | 

Please indicate 7 10. What Orchid Is That? A = Temporal auietionnt Ao = A$62.35 [| 

if this is a gift R S TA SE = US$51.25 


TOTAL ORDER $ 
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Review 


For six, twelve or eighteen issues of 
Australian Orchid Review, fill in the form 
below and post in now together with 
your payment. 


CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES 


Please tick 1) Renewal 1) New & Address Change a ima 

Send to Australian Orchid Review, Dalton House Pty Limited, GPO Box 5481, Sydney, NSW 2001 Australia = eC 

Phone: 0433.422 792 Fax: (02) 9221 4242 Email: aor@daltonhouse.com.au 3S | ear 

Australia 1YEAR (6 issues) 2YEARS (12 issues) 3 YEARS (18 issues) Gee 
[J A$49.60 (Includes GST) A$95,75 (Includes GST) A$141.00 (Includes GST) — 

NZ Airmail PO ae es! 

NZ$67.00 NZ$129.30 NZ$191.00 DOSER rE 

US Airmail = 

US$77.00 US$148.60 [J US$219.00 — - 


Enclosed is my cheque for (Payable to Australian Orchid Review) PeRrree aoe 


mee ear aad nal EES e¢ » 
HE BOUEEE UU card expiry date LIT] | es 


*Mr/Mrs/Ms Signature = 

Address | -_ 
Postcode Telephone (__) SE 

All overseas cheques (except New Zealand) must be in US dollars, or equivalent for credit cards. Credit card subscriptions may be tele- Seamer ie 

phoned to 0433 422 792. Ls ae 

(] Please in Icate Y if this is a gift subscription and we will include, at no extra cost, a special card bearing 

your good wisnes. 
Message 


ABC 


h OW TO or d er CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES 


SEND TO: 


alk mail order form 


rchid 


Review 


MAIL ORDER: Enclosed is my cheque for $ (Payable to Australian Orchid Review) 
GPO Box 5481 Sydney, 


NSW 2001, Australia or charge my 
PHONE ORDER: [IT TTTIITITITITIIIITITT) — carderpiry dote LETT] 


0433 422 792 


FAX ORDER: | 
Within Australia *Mr/Mrs/Ms Signature 
(02) 9221 4242 

Address 


From outside Australia 


61 2 9221 4242 
EMAIL: Country Postcode Telephone (__) 


aor@daltonhouse.com.au 


PHONE, FAX AND EMAIL ORDERS 
FOR CREDIT CARD USE ONLY Message 


Please indicate V if this is a gift and we will include, at no extra cost, a special card bearing your good wishes. 


Nee here for mail order bookshop 


We cut here for australian orchid review subscription 


AUSTRALIAN ORCHID REVIEW 
GPO BOX 5481 

SYDNEY 

NSW 2001 AUSTRALIA 


Aporum keithii (photo: D.P. Banks) 


Aporum keithii is endemic to Thailand island of Luzon and Mindoro just south of the Philippines and has been recorded 
where it grows at low elevations. The Luzon. It grows at low elevationsinsunny from throughout the archipelago. It is 


blooms are about 8mm in diameter. locations. Flowers are about4mmindiam- another species that frequents low eleva- 
Aporum merrillii is another Philippines _ eter. tions. The flowers are quite large, for this 
endemic and has been found on the large Aporum mindanaense is alsoendemicto genus (!), being about 10mm across the 
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Aporum merrillii (photo: David Titmuss) 


\ Winter Open Day Sunday 26 July 2009 
@183 Windsor Road Northmead 2152 NSW 


gam til 4pm (please park in Mary Street or Windermere Avenue) 
Heaps of flowering i 
orchids, rare species and f 
unusual plants for sale neeN 
(including Nepenthes 
pitcher plants and choice 
Haworthia species), as 
well as a full range of 
orchid related supplies 
and new and exclusive 
Clivia miniata seedlings 
in a full range of colours. 


also attending: 
Tinonee Orchid Nursery, 
Macquarie Native Orchids and Easy Orchids 


www-.hillsdistrictorchids.com 
Phone: David Banks on (02) 9674 4720 or 0412 123 036 
E-mail: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com | 


Contact us by email to receive our FREE Orchid Information Newsletter and 
Email Orchid and Rare Plant listings 
HDO Open Days are held 4 times a year: 
Autumn: Last Sunday in February (28 February 2010) 
Winter: Last Sunday in July [with Easy Orchids] (26 July 2009) 
Spring: Last Sunday in September (27 September 2009) 


Summer: First Sunday in December [with Dark Star Orchids] (6 December 2009) | 
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lateral sepals. It is an upright, small grow- 
ing plant. 

Aporum quadrilobatum is only known 
from Peninsular Malaysia. The plant is an 
upright grower and with flowers more than 
10mm in diameter, it is one of the larger 
bloomed species in the genus. This species 
has very colourful flowers. 

Aporum wenzelii only occurs in the 
Philippines and has been recorded from all 
the major islands. It is also a species from 
low elevations and has not been recorded 
from above 300 metres. The bright orange 
bracts, from which the flowers emerge, are 
an attractive feature of this plant. The 
flowers are about 8mm in diameter. 
Another somewhat upright, compact 
growing plant. 


Cultivation: 

The majority of the species in the 
genus Aporum have a pendulous growth 
habit and therefore are better grown on 
slabs of either cork bark or moisture 
retentive treefern. A little sphagnum 
moss over the roots will maintain a little 
dampness whilst the plants are establish- 
ing themselves. It is important to be cer- 
tain that the plant is held tightly on the 
mount, as a plant that is moving will not 
be able to establish roots onto the mount. 
Also place the sphagnum moss on the 
plant after you have tied it to the mount. 
Then as the moss deteriorates the plant 
will not start moving. The upright grow- 
ers are easily grown in pots with a mois- 
ture retentive mix. They appreciate regu- 
lar watering and fertiliser. Because the 
majority of the species are from low ele- 
vations they will need a winter minimum 
of at least 13 degrees Celsius in cooler 
climates. Constant air movement, high 
humidity and about 50% shade are all 
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important for the well-being of these 
orchids. 

The photographs used in this article 
were taken by David Banks, David 
Titmuss, Amos Tan and the author. 
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Top left: Aporum quadrilobatum (photo: Amos Tan) 
Top right: Aporum albayense from Leyte (photo Jim Cootes) 
Below: Aporum mindanaense (photo: D.P. Banks) 
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Jim Cootes 
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his year, 2009, will mark an 

important milestone for members 
of the Ipswich Orchid Society Inc., as 
the Society will celebrate the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of its inception. 

Twelve orchid enthusiasts attended 
the inaugural meeting on the 5 March, 
1959, and two of these Foundation 
Members are still with the Society. 
Les Lobley, a Life Member, is, and has 
been for many years our Vice Patron, 
still generously lends his support. The 
other Foundation Member is Pino 
Zerlotti, also a Life Member, who 
served as President for six years. His 
artistic abilities contributed greatly 
towards the Society’s displays, and his 
hand painted murals featured promi- 
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nently. Sadly, ill health has forced him 
to relinquish participation in the 
Society’s activities. 

To celebrate the Anniversary, a din- 
ner has been arranged for present 
members on the 28 February, 2009. 
Also, invitations have been sent to 
past members inviting them to our 
Autumn Show on Saturday 18 April, 
2009, at the Ipswich State High 
School Assembly Hall. This will be an 
occasion to renew old friendships and 
acquaintances and to reminisce about 
past events. 

A special display is planned fea- 
turing Pino’s murals as backdrops as 
well as including memorabilia from 
the past. As this also commemorates 


Queensland’s 150th Anniversary, 
this will also be included in the 
theme as it will in our annual display 
at the Ipswich Agricultural Show. 
The included photos are of our 
display at the 2008 Ipswich 
Agricultural Show. 

With a present membership nearing 
100, the efforts and dedicated service 
of past and present members over fifty 
years, has ensured that the Society’s 
future can be anticipated with confi- 
dence. 


Ron Elliott 

Secretary 

Ipswich Orchid Society Inc. 
Phone 07 3201 8307 
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DATE 


TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 
New South Wales 
2-3 April 9.00am-9.00pm Autumn Tweed District OS Tweed City Shopping Centre 
4 April 9.00am-3.00pm Minjungbal Drive, Tweed Heads South 
2-4 April Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Blue Mounts & Penrith DistOS Centro Nepean Shopping Centre 
Autumn Show Station Street, Penrith 
16-18 April Shopping Centre Hours Autumn City of Lismore OS Lismore Central Shopping Centre 
Autumn Show Carrington Street, Lismore 
1 May 9.00am-7.00pm Autumn Maclean District OS Maclean Bowling Club 
2 May 9.00am-2.00pm Autumn Show Maclean 
1-2 May 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn — Orchid Soc of NSW Hawkesbury Racecourse 
3 May 9.00am-4.00pm Orchids Out West Racecourse Road, Clarendon 
6-8 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Grafton District OS Grafton Shoppingworld 
Autumn Orchid Show Duke Street, Grafton 
7-9 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Western Suburbs OS Strathfield Plaza 
Autumn Show 11 The Boulevarde, Strathfield 
7-8 May 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Nambucca Valley OS Macksville Scout Hall 
9 May 9.00am-3.00pm Autumn Show Partridge Street, Macksville 
7-8 May 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Central Coast & Lakes OS Lakeside Plaza 
9 May 9.00am-1.00pm Lakeside Plaza Show The Entrance Road, The Entrance 
7-10 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Ballina & Dist OS Ballina Fair Shopping Centre 
Autumn Show Ballina 
8 May 10.00am-5.00pm Autumn Port Macquarie Orc & Brom Port Macquarie Panthers 
9 May 9.00am-5.00pm Mothers Day Weekend 
10 May 9.00am-3.00pm 
28-29 May 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Casino & District OS Presbyterian Church Hall 
30 May 9.00am-4.00pm Beef Week Show Hicky Street, Casino 
28-30 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Hawkesbury Dist OS Richmond Market Place 
Display Show March Street, Richmond 
17-20 June 8.30am-5.30pm Autumn ___Boolaroo Orchid Society Stockland Jesmond Shopping Centre 
Autumn Show 
18-20 June Shopping Centre Hours Winter Blue Mounts & Penrith DistOS Centro Nepean Shopping Centre 
_ Winter Show Station Street, Penrith 
18-21 June Shopping Centre Hours Spring Orchid Soc of NSW St Ives Shopping Village 
Orchids in Winter Mona Vale Road, St Ives 
25-27 June 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Sutherland Shire OS Swanes Nursery 
28 June 9.00am-4.00pm 57th Winter Show 80 Port Hacking Road, Sylvania 
27 June 8.30am-3.30pm Winter City of Lismore OS Lismore Central Shopping Centre 
Winter Show Carrington Street, Lismore 
TBA Shopping Centre Hours Winter North Shore 0S Gordon Shopping Centre 
Winter Show Frenchs Forest 
2-3 July 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Central Coast & Lakes OS Lakeside Plaza 
4 July 9.00am-1.00pm Lakeside Plaza Show The Entrance Road, The Entrance 
4 July 9.00am-2.00pm Winter Southern Riverina OS CWA Hall 
Winter Show Wason Street, Milton 
8 July 11.00am-5.00pm Winter Illawarra District OS The Illawarra Yacht Club 
9-11 July 10.00am-5.00pm 58th Annual Winter Show 1 Northcliffe Drive, Warrawong 
9-11 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Hawkesbury Dist OS Westpoint Blacktown 
Winter Show Patrick Street, Blacktown 
9-11 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Eastwood & Dist Orc Circle Eastwood Shopping Centre 
Winter Show Rowe Street, Eastwood 
9-12 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Campbelltown & Dist OS Macarthur Square 
| Winter Show Campbelltown 
15-18 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Fairfield District OS Fairfield Forum Shopping Centre 
i Winter Show Station Street, Fairfield 
17 July 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Eurobodalla Orchid Club CWA Hall 
18 July 9.00am-3.00pm Winter Show Queen Street, Moruya 
22-25 July 8.30am-5.30pm Winter Boolaroo Orchid Society Stockland Wallsend Shopping Centre 
Winter Show 
24 July 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Batemans Bay Orc & Foliage Community Centre, Batemans Bay 
25 July 9.00am-4.00pm Winter Show Museum Place, Batemans Bay 
6-9 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter Campbelltown & Dist OS Narellan Town Centre 
Mid-Winter Show Narellan 
7-9 August 9,.00am-5.00pm Winter Cymbidium Club of Australia Dural Recreation Centre 
| Winter Show Pellitt Lane, Round Corner, Dural 
14-15 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Sapphire Coast Orchid Club Twyford Hall 
16 August 9.00am-1.00pm Winter Show Market Street, Merimbula 
14-15 August 9.00am-4.00pm Spring St Ives Orchid Fair St Ives Showground 
16 August 9.00am-3.00pm ‘The Big One’ Mona vale Road, St Ives 
20-23 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter Western Suburbs OS Ashfield Mall 
Winter Show 260A Liverpool Road, Ashfield 
21-22 August 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Eurobodalla Orchid Club Narooma Sports & Leisure Centre 
23 August 9.00am-1.00pm Early Spring Show Bluewater Drive, Narooma 
26-29 August 8.30am-5.30pm Spriing Boolaroo Orchid Society Belmont Citi Centre 
Spring Show 
29 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Port Macquarie Orc & Brom Port Macquarie Panthers 
30 August 9.00am-3.00pm Winter Show 
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CONTACT No. 


02 6677 9071 
02 4576 3686 
02 6621 6269 
02 6645 4784 
02 9837 2527 
02 6642 1205 
02 9718 6067 
02 6567 5191 
0429 858 297 


02 6681 3883 


02 6663 3366 
02 4572 6808 
02 4946 8502 
02 4576 3686 
02 9649 2719 
02 9521 6209 
02 6621 6269 


02 9452 3202 


02 4441 3553 
02 4274 4753 
02 4572 6808 


02 9807 4662 


0409 299 980 


02 4946 8502 


02 9721 0572 


02 6492 0510 


02 9452 3202 


02 9718 6067 


02 4946 8502 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS CONTACT No. 
2-5 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Fairfield District OS Fairfield Forum Shopping Centre 0409 299 980 
Spring Show Station Street, Fairfield 
3-4 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Nambucca Valley OS Nambucca Heads Entertainment Centre 02 6567 5191 
5 September 9.00am-3.00pm Spring Show Ridge Street, Nambucca Heads 0429 858 297 
3-5 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Hawkesbury Dist 0S Richmond Marketplace 02 4572 6808 
Spring Show March Street, Richmond 
3-5 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Sutherland Shire OS Swanes Nursery 02 9521 6209 
6 September 9.00am-4.00pm 57th Spring Show 80 Port Hacking Road, Sylvania 
5 September 9.00am-2.00pm Winter Southern Riverina OS CWA Hall 02 4441 3553 
Winter Show Wason Street, Milton 
7-11 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Eastwood & Dist Orc Circle Macquarie Shopping Centre 02 9807 4662 
Spring Show Telovera Road, Marsfield 
9-12 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Coffs Harbour OS Park Beach Plaza 02 6650 9578 
Spring Show Coffs Harbour 
10-13 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Ballina & Dist OS Ballina Fair Shopping Centre 02 6681 3883 
Spring Show Ballina 
10-13 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Campbelltown & Dist OS Macarthur Square 
Spring Show Campbelltown 
11 September 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Batemans Bay Orc & Foliage Batemans Bay Soldiers Club 
12 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Show 2 Beach Road, Batemans Bay 
12 September 10.00am-3.30pm Spring Panania-East Hills OS Senior Citizens Hall 
Spring Show Anderson Avenie, Panania 
12 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Blue Mounts & Penrith Dist OS Melrose Hall 02 4576 3686 
13 September 9.00am-4.00pm Annual Spring Show Cnr Great Western Hwy & Park St, Emu Plains 
17 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Sapphire Coast Orchid Club Bega Town Hall 02 6492 0510 
18 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Zingel Place, Bega 
17-19 September Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Grafton District OS Grafton Shoppingworld 02 6642 1205 
| Autumn Orchid Show Duke Street, Grafton 
17-19 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring _ City of Lismore OS Lismore Central Shopping Centre 02 6621 6269 
Spring Show Carrington Street, Lismore 
18 September 11.00am-4.00pm Spring Woodburn OS Woodburn Memorial Hall 02 6645 4168 
19 September 9.00am-4.00pm Annual Spring Show Pacific Highway, Woodburn 
20 September 9.00am-3.00pm 
24-25 September  9.00am-5.00pm Spring Casino & District OS Presbyterian Church Hall 02 6663 3366 
26 September 9.00am-1.00pm Spring Show Hicky Street, Casino 
25 September 9.00am-7.00pm Spring Maclean District OS Maclean Bowling Club 02 6645 4784 
26 September 9.00am-2.00pm Spring Show Maclean 
Queensland 
2-4 April Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Mackay & District OS Mt Pleasant/Greenfields 07 4943 0150 
} Autumn Show Shopping Centre 
3 April 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn Sunshine Coast Orchid Society Uniting Church Hall 07 5491 5654 
4 April 9.00am-3.00pm ‘Orchids in April 2009” Cnr Queen & Ulm Streets, Caloundra 
10 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Bribie Island Orchid Society Bribie Island State High-School 07 3410 1919 
11 April 9.00am-2.00pm Q150 Easter Show Student Centre 
10-12 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Queensland Orchid Society The Auditorium 07 3800 3213 
Easter Autumn Show Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha 
17-18 April 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn — Townsville Orchid Society Townsville Orchid Society Hall 07 4773 4208 
19 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Show Joe Kurwan Park, Charles Street, Kurwan 
18 April 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn Nambour Orchid Society Village Green Hall 07 5441 7201 
Autumn Show Montville 
18 April 9.00am-5.00pm Autumn — Rockhampton Orchid Society Rockhampton State High School . 07 4922 4289 
19 April 9.00am-3.00pm Autumn Show Campbell Street, Rockhampton 
18 April 8.00am-5.00pm Autumn Brisbane Orchid Society Community Hall 07 3841 3330 
19 April 8.00am-3.00pm 36th Charity Orchid Show Mt Gravatt Showgrounds, Logan Rd, Mt Gravatt 
18 April 8.30am-4.00pm Autumn — Ipswich Orchid Society Ipswich State High School 07 3201 8307 
19 April 8.30am-2.00pm Autumn Show 1 Hunter Street, Brassall, Ipswich 
1-3 May 9.00am-4.30pm Autumn — Lockyer Valley Orchid Society Lutheran Hall 07 5465 4221 
Autumn Show Cnr East & Spencer Streets, Gatton 
2-3 May 8.30am-5.00pm Autumn Darling Downs 0S Walsh’s Seeds 07 4635 5299 
4 May 8.30am-1.00pm Autumn Show Ruthven Street, Toowoomba : 
7-8 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Maroochydore OS Kawana Shopping World 07 5479 0562 
Mothers Day Show Kawana 
7-9 May 9.00am-9.00pm Autumn — Gold Coast Orchid Society Pines Shopping Centre ; 07 5525 1668 
) Pines Autumn Show KP McGrath Drive, Elanora, Gold Coast 
8 May 8.30am-5.00pm Autumn Noosa District Orc & Foliage Soc CWA Hall 07 5449 9629 
9 May 8.30am-2.30pm Mothers Day Show Maple Street, Cooroy 
8-9 May 8.00am-4.00pm Autumn — Bundaberg Orchid Society Bundaberg Civic Centre 07 4152 1937 
10 May 8.00am-1.00pm Annual Autumn Show Bundaberg 
8-9 May 9.00am-9.00pm Winter North Queensland OS Cairns Mt Sheridan Shopping Plaza 07 4053 1334 
10 May 9.00am-1.00pm Mothers Day Show Mt Sheridan 
9 May 8.30am-4.00pm Autumn Aspley Orchid Society Community Hall 07 3269 7537 
10 May 8.30am-3.30pm Mothers Day Orchid Show Edinburgh Castle Road, Wavell Heights 
10 May TBA Autumn Proserpine Orc & Foliage Plant © Cannonvale State School 07 4945 1643 
| Mothers Day Fete Cannonvale Beach 
16 May 9.00am-4.00pm Autumn South Burnett OS Uniting Church Hall 07 4168 1695 
| Autumn Show Alford Street, Kingaroy 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS CONTACT No. 
23-24 May 10.00am-2.00pm Winter Southport & District OS Oasis Shopping Centre 0408 459 759 
j Oasis Orchid & Garden Expo Surf Parade, Broadbeach 
11-13 June Shopping Centre Hours Winter Mackay & District OS Mt Pleasant/Greenfields 07 4943 0150 
Winter Show Shopping Centre 
10-11 July 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Caboolture Orchid Show Memorial Hall 07 5495 4087 
12 July 9.00am-3.00pm 40th Anniversary Winter Show _ King Street, Caboolture (opp K-Mart) 
17-18 July 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Townsville Orchid Society Townsville Orchid Society Hall 07 4773 4208 
19 July 9.00am-4.00pm Winter Show Joe Kurwan Park, Charles Street, Kurwan 
18 July 8.30am-4.00pm Winter John Oxley & District OS The Auditorium 07 3277 5825 
19 July 9.00am-3.30pm Annual Winter Show Brisbane Botanic Gardens, My Coot-tha 
26 July Starts 8.30am Winter Proserpine Orc & Foliage Plant Contact Club Secretary 07 4945 1643 
Local Field Day 
31 July-1 August  8.30am-5.00pm Winter Darling Downs OS TBA 07 4635 5299 
2 August 8.30am-3.00pm Combined Show 
8 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Maroochydore OS Millwell Road Community Hall 07 5479 0562 
9 August 9.00am-2.00pm Annual Orchid Show Millwell Road, Maroochydore 
27-29 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter Pine Rivers Orchid Society Deception Bay Shopping Centre 07 5497 5027 
Winter Show Deception Bay 
28-29 August 9.00am-9.00pm Winter Gold Coast Orchid Society Jupiters Pavilion, Gold Coast Showgrounds 07 5525 1668 
30 August 9.00am-5.00pm Winter Show Parklands Drive, Southport, Gold Coast 
29 August 8.30am-4.00pm Winter Logan & District Orchid Society Community Hall ; 07 5546 1210 
30 August 8.30am-3.00pm LADOS Winter Show Cnr Jacaranda Ave & Wembly Rd, Logan 
29 August 8.30am-4.00pm Spring North Brisbane Orchid Society | The Auditorium 07 3355 1281 
30 August 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha 
4 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Nambour Orchid Society Uniting Church Hall 07 5441 7201 
5 September 9.00am-2.30pm Spring Show Coronation Avenue, Nambour 
4 September 8.30am-5.00pm Spring Childers & Isis District OS Childers Cultural Centre 07 4126 7250 
5 September 8.30am-2.30pm Spring Show Churchill Street, Childers 
10-11 September 8.30am-5.30pm Spring Lockyer Valley Orchid Society Function Room, Cultural Centre 07 5465 4221 
12 September 8.30am-3.30pm Laidley Spring Festival Show Laidley-Plainlands Road, Laidley 
11-13 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Queensland Orchid Society The Auditorium 07 3800 3213 
Spring Show Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha 
12 September 8.30am-4.00pm Spring Ipswich Orchid Society Ipswich State High School 07 3201 8307 
13 September 8.30am-2.00pm Spring Show 1 Hunter Street, Brassall, Ipswich 
17 September 8.30am-5.00pm Spring Noosa District Orc & Foliage Soc RSL Memorial Hall 07 5449 9629 
18 September 8.30am-2.30pm Annual Spring Show Maple Street, Cooroy 
17-18 September 8.30am-4.30pm Spring Maryborough District OS St Pauls Memorial Hall 07 4121 5811 
19 September 8.30am-1.00pm Annual Spring Show Adelaide Street, Maryborough 
17-18 September 9.00am-9.00pm Spring North Queensland OS Cairns Rain Trees Shopping Plaza 07 4053 1334 
19 September 9.00am-1.00pm Spring Show Manunda 
18 September 8.30am-4.30pm Spring Eastern District OS Wondall Heights State School Assembly Hall 07 3286 4910 
19 September 8.30am-3.00pm Spring Show Wondall Road, Manly West 
18-22 September  8.30am-5.00pm Spring Native Orc Soc of Toowoomba _— Milne Bay Military Museum 07 4635 2274 
40th Anniversary Spring Show ‘Cnr o’Quinn Street & Anzac Avenue, Toowoomba 
18-23 September 8.30am-5.00pm Spring Toowoomba Orchid Society St Pauls Lutheran Church Hall 07 4635 3620 
| Spring Show Cnr James & Phillip Streets, Toowoomba 
19 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Rockhampton Orchid Society Rockhampton State High School 07 4922 4289 
20 September 9.00am-3.00pm Spring Show Campbell Street, Rockhampton 
19-25 September 8.30am-5.00pm Spring Darling Downs OS Centenary Heights High School Hall 07 4635 5299 
26 September 8.30am-1.00pm Spring Show Cnr South Ramsay Street, Toowoomba | 
24-25 September 8.00am-9.00pm Spring Sunshine Coast Orchid Society Pelican Waters Shopping Centre 07 5491 5654 
26 September 8.00am-3.00pm ‘Pelican Waters Orchid Show’ 
Victoria 
23-24 May TBA Autumn Maribyrnong OS Maribynong Community Centrre 
Autumn Show Randall Street, Maribyrnong 
6 June 9.00am-4.30pm Winter Melbourne Eastern OS Burwood Heights Uniting Church Hall 03 9807 6206 
7 June 12noon-4.30pm Winter Show cnr Burwood Highway & Blackburn Road 
8 June 9.00am-4.30am East Burwood 
27-28 June 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Geelong Orchid & Indoor Plant © Christchurch Hall 
‘Country of my choice’ Cnr Moorabool & McKillop Streets, Geelong 
11-12 July TBA Winter Maribyrnong OS Maribynong Community Centre 
Winter Show Randall Street, Maribyrnong 
17 July 7.30pm-9.30pm Winter Horsham & District OS Wimmera Base Hospital 03 5382 5520 
Winter Show Day Care Room 
17 July 9.00am-9.00pm Winter Sunraysia Orchid Club Centro Shopping Plaza 03 5025 7305 
18 July 9.00am-5.30pm Winter Show Cnr 15th Street & Deakin Avenue 
19 July 10.00am-5.00pm Mildura 
25 July 9.00am Winter Maroondah Orchid Society Blackburn High School 03 9801 1628 
Market Day & Show Cnr Springfield & Williams Rd, Blackburn 
25 July 9.00am-4.30pm Winter Warringal Orchid Society St Sava Community Hall 03 9817 2753 
26 July 9.30am-4.30pm Winter Show 212 Diamond Creek Road, Greensborough 
26 July-1 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter Bayside Orchid Society Centro Cranbourne Shopping Centre 03 5978 6045 
Winter Show High Street, Cranbourne 
28 August 8.00am-5.00pm Spring Riverland Orchid Society Berri Town Hall 
| 29 August 8.00am-4.00pm Riverland Orchid Spectacular Berri 
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DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS CONTACT No. 

September TBA AOC Orchid Conference & Show, Leisure & Events Centre, Derrimut Werribee 

5 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Sale & District Orchid Club Cathedral Hall 03 5144 3302 

6 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Cnr Macallister & Pearson Streets, Sale 

18 September 9.00am-9.00pm Spring Sunraysia Orchid Club Centro Shopping Plaza 03 5025 7305 

19 September 9.00am-5.30pm Spring Show Cnr 15th Street & Deakin Avenue 

20 September 10.00am-5.00pm Mildura 

19 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring West Gippsland Orchid Club Anglican Hall 03 5625 2170 

20 September Spring Show Princes Way, Drouin 

19 September 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Bairnsdale & District Orc Group Lucknow Hall 

20 September 9.00am-3.30pm Annual Spring Show Omeo Highway, Lucknow 

19 September 10.00am-4.30pm Spring Mid Murray Orchid Club Memorial Hall 03 5452 0290 

20 September 10.00am-3.30pm Spring Show Nolan Street, Kerang 

21-27 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Bayside Orchid Society Centro Brandon Park Shopping Centre 03 5978 6045 
Spring Show Cnr Ferntree Gully Rd & Springvale Rd, Wheelers Hill 

25-26 September 9.30am-5.00pm Spring Stawell Orchid Society Stawell Entertainment Centre 03 5358 1524 

27 September 9.30am-4.00pm Spring Show Stawell 

26 September 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Maroondah Orchid Society Blackburn High School 03 9801 1628 

27 September 9.00am-4.00pm Market Day & Show Cnr Springfield & Williams Rd, Blackburn 

South Australia 

27 April 7.30pm-10.00pm Autumn Mount Gambier & Districts OC Reidy Park Centre 08 8725 9051 
Autumn Show O'Halloran Terrace, Mount Gambier 

7-9 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Gawler Districts Orchid Club Craigmore Shopping Centre 
Autumn Show Yorketown Road, Craigmore 

21-27 June Shopping Centre Hours — Winter Gawler Districts Orchid Club St Agnes Shopping Centre 08 8255 7348 
Winter Show North East Road, St Agnes 

3 July Noon-5.00pm Winter Murray Bridge & Districts OC Johnstone Park Combined Clubs Hall 08 8532 5607 

4-5 July 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Show Imperial Football Park Grounds, 

Adelaide Road, Murray Bridge 

11 July Noon-5.00pm Autumn South Aust Orchidaceous Soc ~—Klemzig Band Hall _ 08 8356 9523 

12 July 10.00am-4.00pm Autumn Show 7 0.G. Road, Klemzig 

11-12 July 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Port Lincoln Orchid Club Kallinyalla Nursery 08 8682 8237 
Winter Show Shaen Street, Port Lincoln 

12 July 11.00am-5.00pm Winter Cymbidium Orchid Club of SA = Munno Para Shopping Centre 08 8252 3812 

13-15, 17 July 9.00am-5.30pm Winter Show 600 Main North Road, Smithfield 

16 July 9.00am-9.00pm 

18 July 9.00am-5.00pm 3 

24 July 10.00am-3.00pm Winter Port Augusta Orchid Club Port Augusta Garden Club Hall 08 8643 6061 

25 July 10.00am-2.00pm Winter Show Cnr Paringa Rd & Elizabeth Tce, Port Augusta 

27 July 7.30pm-10.00pm Winter Mount Gambier & Districts OC Reidy Park Centre 08 8725 9051 
Winter Show O'Halloran Terrace, Mount Gambier 

9-15 August Shopping Centre Hours Winter South Aust Orchidaceous Soc — Parabanks Shopping Centre 08 8356 9523 
Winter Show Salisbury 

23 August 11.00am-5.00pm Spring Cymbidium Orchid Club of SA —- Westfield Lakes Shopping Centre 08 8235 0340 

24-26, 28 August 9.00am-5.30pm Spring Show 111 West Lakes Boulevard, West Lakes 

27 August 9.00am-9.00pm 

29 August 9.00am-5.00pm 
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Sarcochilus Show 


Cnr Lee & Meeanee Roads 


DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS CONTACT No. 
16-20 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Port Lincoln Orchid Club Kallinyalla Nursery 08 8682 8237 
Spring Show Shaen Street, Port Lincoln 
18 September Noon-5.00pm Spring Murray Bridge & Districts OC Town Hall 08 8532 5607 
19-20 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Bridge Street, Murray Bridge 
18-21 September Business Hours Spring Mount Gambier & Districts OC Banner Hardware 08 8725 9051 
Spring Show Sturt Street, Mt Gambier 
20-26 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Gawler Districts Orchid Club Centro Hollywood Shopping Centre 08 8255 7348 
Spring Show Cnr Winzor St & Spains Rd, Salisbury Downs 
20-26 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring South Aust Orchidaceous Soc _— Burnside Village Shopping Centre 08 8356 9523 
Spring Show Burnside 
25 September 10.00am-3.00pm Spring Port Augusta Orchid Club Port Augusta Garden Club Hall 08 8643 6061 
26 September 10.00am-2.00pm Spring Show Cnr Paringa Rd & Elizabeth Tce, Port Augusta 
ACT 
19 September 11.00am-5.00pm Spring Canberra Orchid Society St John’s Hall 02 6258 5734 
20 September 12noon-4.30pm Spring Show Contitution Avenue, Reid, ACT 
Western Australia 
13-16 May Shopping Centre Hours Autumn Wanneroo Orchid Society Warwick Shopping Centre 08 9405 8759 
i Warwick Show Beach & Erindale Roads, Warwick 
14 May 8.00am-9.00pm Autumn — Bunbury Orchid Society Australind Shopping Centre 08 9797 1842 
15 May 8.00am-6.00pm Australind Show Old Coast Road, Australind 
16 May 8.00am-4.00pm 
9-11 July Shopping Centre Hours Winter Wanneroo Orchid Society Wanneroo Shopping Centre 08 9405 8759 
Wanneroo Show Wanneroo 
14 July 8.00am-9.00pm Winter Bunbury Orchid Society Forum Shopping Centre 08 9797 1842 
15 July 8.00am-6.00pm Forum Winter Orchid Show Sandridge Road, Bunbury 
16 July 8.00am-4.00pm 
23 July 9.00am-9.00pm Winter Albany Orchid Society North Road Shopping Complex 08 9841 6915 
24 July 9.00am-6.00pm Winter Show North Road, Albany 
25 July 8.30am-12.30pm 
11 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Augusta & Districts OS Watershed Winery 08 9757 2490 
12 September 10.00am-3.00pm Annual Show Cnr Darch Road & Bussell Hwy, Margaret River 
16-19 September Shopping Centre Hours Spring Wanneroo Orchid Society Joondalup Shopping Centre 08 9405 8759 
Joondalup Show Joondalup 
17 September 8.00am-9.00pm Spring Bunbury Orchid Society Forum Shopping Centre 08 9797 1842 
18 September 8.00am-6.00pm Forum Spring Orchid Show Sandridge Road, Bunbury 
19 September 8.00am-4.00pm 
24 September 9.00am-9.00pm Spring Albany Orchid Society North Road Shopping Complex 08 9841 6915 
25 September 9.00am-6.00pm Spring Show North Road, Albany 
26 September 8.30am-12.30pm 
Tasmania 
16 July TBA-7.00pm Winter Launceston Orchid Society Uniting Church Hall 03 6330 1294 
Winter Show George Town Road, Newnham 
2 October 11.00am-5.00pm Spring Launceston Orchid Society Glenara Lakes Hall 03 6330 1294 
3 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Show Youngtown 
4 October 9.00am-4.00pm 
9 October 2.00pm-5.00pm Spring Burnie Orchid Society Bradden Hall 03 6435 2708 
10 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Show Burnie Civic Centre 
11 October 9.00am-4.00pm 
New Zealand 
3 May 11.00am-3.00pm Autumn _ NZ Orchid Society Mt Albert War Memorial Hall +64 9411 9383 
Autumn Show New North Road, Mt Albert 
5 July 1.00pm-3.30pm Winter Waikato Orchid Society Chartwell Rooms +64 7849 6092 
Winter Show Hamilton Gardens, Cobham Drive, Hamilton 
17-18 July 10.00am-5.00pm Winter NZ Orchid Society Mt Albert War Memorial Hall +64 9411 9383 — 
19 July 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Show New North Road, Mt Albert 
18 July 10.00am-4.00pm Winter Hawkes Bay Orchid Society Clive Hall 06 877 7013 
i Winter Show Main Road, Clive 
15 August 9.00am-4.00pm Winter South Auckland Orchid Society East Street 
Winter Show Papakura 
21 August 1.00pm-4.00pm Spring Waitakere Orchid Club Kelston Community Centre 0274 418568 
22-23 August 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Show Great North Road, Kelston, Waitakere 
18-19 September 10.00am-5.00pm Spring NZ Orchid Society Mt Albert War Memorial Hall +64 9411 9383 © 
_ 20 September 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Show New North Road, Mt Albert 
19-20 September  10.00am-4.00pm Spring Hawkes Bay Orchid Society Taradale Town Hall 06 877 7013 
| Spring Show Cnr Lee & Meeanee Roads | 
_ 26 September 11.30am-4.00pm Spring Waikato Orchid Society Hamilton Gardens Complex +64 7849 6092 © 
_ 27 September 10.00am-3.00pm Spring Show Cobham Drive, Hamilton 
_ 26 September 12.30pm-4.00pm Spring Nelson Orchid Society Hope Hall 03 548 8601 
| 27 September 10.00am-4.00pm Nelson Orchid & Alpine Show Hope, Richmond 
7 November 10.00am-4.00pm Summer Hawkes Bay Orchid Society Taradale Town Hall 06 877 7013 
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Editor’s Report 


A S we were putting this issue 
together Victoria was just begin- 


ning to recover from the worst bush- 
fires in Australia’s recorded history. 
Details aren’t necessary, as you will 
all have seen and heard about the hor- 
ror of those days and weeks in 
February. While drought conditions 
and extreme weather conspired to 
create the “Perfect Storm” in terms of 
conditions on those days, the results 
must serve as a warning to us all. 
These fires showed us that almost 
nowhere is safe from fire if the con- 
ditions are bad enough. 

On behalf of all Victorians we 
extend thanks and appreciation to all 
those among you in other states who 
have generously contributed to the 
Victorian Bush Fire Appeal, or have 
given support and assistance in some 
other way. 

This issue sees Graham Morris of 
Valley Orchids bring us Part 2 of his 
series, for beginners, though the com- 
prehensive information Graham is 
providing takes his series well 
beyond a simple beginners “‘how to” 
presentation. The response to 
Grahams Part | of the series has been 
most positive and we hope you all 
enjoy this next instalment as much. 

Also, as promised last issue, we 
bring you more pictures of the 2008 
Sage Cymbidium Seedling of the 
Year entrants. Over the years we have 


Editors 


Noe Smith 


been asked for pictures, other than 
the single flower shots usually fea- 
tured, but space has always been an 
issue in terms of providing them. We 
finally hit on the idea of doing a fol- 
low up, as opposed to trying to fit 
more photos into one issue. Sorry it 
took so long for that idea to dawn on 
us! 

Noe gives us a brief overview of 
the apparently increasing numbers of 
very dark cymbidium flowers which 
have shown up in shows and on 
orchid benches in the last few sea- 
sons. It will be interesting to follow 
future developments and see if any 
hybridisers concentrate on breeding 
for very dark coloured flowers. 

The ACS gives an overview of the 
outcomes of the 2008 Australian 
Cymbidium Society, Annual 
Delegates meeting. 

Preparations for the 2009 National 
Cymbidium Show are progressing a 
pace and the next issue will contain 
finalised show schedule details and 
other news. Some 102 classes across 
both flowering plants and cut stems 
will be included this year, in addition 
will be the usual display classes and 
15 champion classes, plus special 
classes. Once again the shows major 
sponsor will be Fleurjn Orchids- 
Holland, who have been the major 
supporter of the Nation Cymbidium 
Show for many years now. 

Good health and good growing, 

Your editors 


Rob Smith 


24 William Hunter Court, 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 


Tel/Fax: (03) 5986 1121 
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CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Burnside Community Centre, 

401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, Adelaide, S.A. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jeanne Hall, 

18 Coorilla Avenue, Glenelg North, S.A. 5045 
Phone: (08) 8294 5562 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8252 3812 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Benching of plants commences 7.15 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 7.30 p.m. 
Venue: Belmont Sports & Recreation Club, 
Abernethy Road, Belmont, W.A. 

For further details contact 
President, Helen Stretch 
Phone: 0419 197 943 
Acting Secretary, Alice Lang, 
Phone: (08) 9257 1056 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 


Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jenifer Robertson, 

54 Worthing Road, Devon Meadows, 
Victoria 3977 
Phone: (03) 5998 2226 
President, Glenda Coutts, 
Phone: (03) 9727 4849 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 
(The CCA is no longer affiliated with ACS) 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 

Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, Sydney, N.S.W. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Peter Moore, 

10 Stephanie Street, 

Padstow, N.S.W. 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 
President, Geoff LeMarne, 

Phone: (02) 9449 9648 
Web: www.ccansw.com.au 


Text by Rob Smith 


As promised last issue we are including more pictures of the 
AA.2008 Sage winners and entrants, this time focusing on pic- 
tures of the whole plants and or full spikes. 

Club members and AOR readers have often asked for more 
views of the plants and flowers as a way of giving a better over- 
all picture of the seedlings which were entered and of course 
those which finally won. If we had ever tried to do this in a sin- 
gle issue, the results of the Sage would have ended up being about 
the only thing in the Cymbidium section for that issue and our aim 
has always been to feature as much variety as space allows each 


Left: Cym. (Khan Flame x Kimberley Coast) — Small Standard 
Below: Cymbidium [(Hove x Red Valley) x Luna Flame] — Large Flower 
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edition. Why we never thought of providing more pictures of the 
Sage nominees over a couple of issues before is beyond us, but 
anyway, here they are this year. 

One thing you may notice is the relevant size of some of the 
plants, it must be remembered that the Sage is a seedling compe- 
tition and that some seedlings may well flower on younger, or less 
mature plants than others. This makes the task of judging that 
much more difficult as the judges are not simply looking at the 
flowers, though flower quality is important. A plants’ apparent 
potential must be taken into account, based on the size or matu- 


Right: Cym. (White Valley x Tathra) — Large Flower 


Cym. Valley Olympic — Intermediate Cym. (Anna Szabo x Vogelsang) — Intermediate 
Cym. (Winifred x Janis Lin) — Miniature 


, 
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Left: Cym. (Sarah Jean 
x Red Nelly) — Miniature 


Right: Cym. (Wallacia x 
Dolly) — Novelty 


Below Left: Cym. (Free 
Spirit x Vogelsang) — 
Miniature 


b 

{sI0N Below Right: Cym. 
Mee Darch Freak ‘Carnival’ — 
) enc Novelty 


OPEN D 
sow) 
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Above: Cym. Flaming Pepper ‘Bob’ — Small Standard 


Top Left: Cym. Khan Fury ‘Rich Man’ — Large Flower 


Left: Cym. (Khan Flame x Valley Splash) — Small Standard 


Right: Cym. (Little Bighorn x Pharaoh) — Intermediate 


rity of plant, especially where the plant is obviously very 
small/young. 

Given that a number of these plants may well become available 
to growers, either through divisions, or perhaps as mericlones, 
those interested may well want to see more than just a close up of 
a single flower to assess the clones suitability for a particular use. 

Anyway , we hope you enjoy these additional views of 
some of the best seedlings flowered and shown during the 
2008 season. a 
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Above: Cym. O’Beaston 
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Paint it black 


Text by Noe Smith — pictures D Banks and R Smith 


any orchid enthusiasts, particularly 

Paphiopedilum enthusiasts, will 
remember the excitement at the sight of 
the first really dark red slipper orchids to 
appear back in the 1970’s and the popular- 
ity of these “Vini colours”, as they came to 
be known. While a truly black orchid 
flower will probably never be achieved, 
without genetic manipulation, the depth of 
colour reached in some of the vini colour 
Paphs. has been intense and with the added 
effect of the black spotting on petals seen 
on some of them, the impression has been 
of almost black flowers. 

Whether the same degree of intense, 
dark red/black colouring could be 
achieved in cymbidiums has been some- 
thing a number of hybridisers have specu- 
lated on over the years. 


Left: Cym. (Golden Gibos Dashing x 
devonianum) 


Cymbidiums certainly do not have the 
genetic material for dark reds that the 
genus Paphiopedilum had available 
among some of its species, except for the 
variant of Cym. canaliculatum known as 
Sparksii, which has been used to produce 
a number of hybrids with very dark flow- 
ers, though due to Cym. canaliculatum 
having very small flowers, the resultant 
hybrids have produced flowers rarely 
more than 30 to 40 mmm across at best. 
While attractive in their own right, the 
Cym. canaliculatum hybrids are not going 
to produce large show type flowers, 
though some might contribute to quality 
“vini colour” type intermediates in future 
hybrids. 

Cym. devonianum has been used as one 
parent in a number of hybrids where dark 
red/brown flowers have resulted. Though 
not especially dark in the petals and sepals 
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itself, Cym. devonianum has a very dark, 
almost solid purple/red labelum, which 
has led to the production of some almost 
black lips on dark red/brown flowers. Mr. 
Andrew Easton has been a major contrib- 
utor to this avenue of development with 
many Cym. devonianum hybrids with dark 
flowers to his name. Other hybridisers 
have also added to the number of very dark 
flowered hybrids using clones developed 
by Mr. Easton as parents in their crossings. 

In the last few years very dark reds and 
red/browns have begun to appear among 
the large flowered cymbidium types, par- 
ticularly those hybrids from Bryants 
Orchids using various clones of their own 
breeding. Hybrids with the likes of Tathra, 
Yowie Pepper, Flaming Pepper and other 
quality reds have thrown some very dark 
flowers among their seedlings. 

While a good many orchid enthusiasts 
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Left: Cymbidium canaliculatum var. sparksii 


and judges were excited about the vini 
colour Paphs, the response from the gen- 
eral public and less specialist orchid 
fanciers was less enthusiastic. Perhaps the 
often sombre dark tones, were seen as less 
attractive than the generally more colour- 
ful types? Whether very dark cymbidiums 
will prove popular beyond an initial noy- 
elty value remains to be seen, if specific 
breading for vini colour type cymbidiums 
even gains any momentum. After all com- 
mercial hybridisers need to be reasonably 
certain of a return on their investment in 
time and materials and-whether there is a 
market for vini type cymbidiums beyond a 
few enthusiasts is yet to be proven. 

While the number of very dark cymbid- 
ium hybrids and clones is still quite small, 
plants are available and the genetic mater- 
ial is available for those interested in 
hybridising with dark/ vini type colours as 
their goal. 

With hybrids such as those from 
Bryants Orchids showing intense colour in 
both large flower and intermediate types, 
while also exhibiting quality flower form 
and segment width, the stage is set for near 


Below: Cym. (Blazing Fury x Flaming Pepper) 


black cymbidiums in size and form other 
than the pendulous miniature novelty 
types which have generally been seen. Of 
course there are other hybridisers, both 
here in Australia and overseas, who may 
have flowered cymbidiums with blooms as 
dark, or darker than those mentioned or 
pictured here. The purpose of this article 
isn’t to attempt to catalogue every dark 
flower, rather to point to the increased 
number of such flowers being seen com- - 
pared to only a few years ago. 
To paraphrase an old Rolling Stones 
song, “I see ared cymbidium and I want to 
paint it black”. a 


Noe Smith 
aussiecyms @internode.on.net 


Left: Cym. devonianum 
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Left: Cym. (Red Nelly x 
Chilli Pepper) 


Below Left: Cym. Flaming 
Pepper ‘Black As’ 
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Right: Cym. Flaming 
Pepper 


Below: Cym. Street Tango 
‘Blue Mountains’ 


Web TT 
Grow With Us 


American Orchid Society 


Beginner or expert, share ‘your passion 
for orchids by becoming a member of the 
American Orchid Society today! 


For American Orchid Society 
Yi membership information 


and benefits, 

please go to www.aos.org, 
e-mail TheAOS@aos.org 
or call 561-404-2062. 
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Cym. hookerianum 


Cymbidium Orchids for Beginners — 
im six easy lessons — part 2 


Text, Graham Morris — pictures, Graham Morris and David Banks 


Vike many industries and hobbies, we use 
terms and names, which are not known by 
newcomers. There does not seem anywhere, 
where a novice, can easily find what these new 
words mean. Some Orchid Clubs conduct reg- 
ular beginners groups, where many of these 
mysterious names are explained, but one must 
often sit through a year or more of lessons, 
before hopefully, most are explained. 
We will start this lesson trying to explain just 
a few — Species Orchids, Seedlings, Mericlones 
and Ploidy. 


Species Orchids 


The first ancestors of our modern orchids, 
started life growing wild, in a jungle, field, 
gully or some other nature area. These original 
ancestors are called Species Orchids. I will 
discuss only species cymbidiums. 

You will hear the names lowianum, tra- 
cyanum, devonianum, pumilum (now reclassi- 
fied as floribundum), tigrinum, ensifolium and 
dozens of other species names. There are lots 
more, and more are still being discovered. 
Usually, a particular species is found growing 
in isolation, away from other species cymbid- 
ium orchids. Sometimes, the same species 
orchid is found growing wild, in several areas, 
large distances apart, even in different coun- 
tries. Many of them set seed, and produce new 
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plants from those seeds. The resultant plants 
from these seeds, can vary a little from their 
parents, but because they share all the same 
genes, are most often, very similar to their par- 
ents. Natural breeding within a species has 
been occurring forever, so, over a long time, 
different forms of the same species, evolved. 
Collectors in early days often took huge num- 
bers of plants from the wild. Many died. 

We now know that there are many forms of 
a particular species. The same species cymbid- 
ium collected from one area, is often quite dif- 
ferent to one, collected from a remote area. The 
different forms of the same species get varietal 
names, to distinguish them from those, from 
another area. They can have different features, 
for example colour, plant size, growth habit etc. 

Botanists tried to classify these wild col- 
lected plants, and often were incorrect. We are 
still continually learning about these plants. 

In the early twentieth century, growers 
started hybridising cymbidiums. In those days, 
they did not have the knowledge to grow the 
seed produced, in sterile containers, like we do 
today. Seed pods from cymbidium orchids, can 
contain hundreds of thousands, of very small 
seeds. Most seed when sown, did not germi- 
nate. Only a few plants grew, when they were 
sown in the pots with other mature cymbidi- 
ums. We now know that they require particular 
fungus, present on mature plants. 


The resultant plants produced from hybrids 
between two species orchids (for example tra- 
cyanum x lowianum), are no longer species 
orchids. The mating of two species orchids is 
often referred to as a primary hybrid. 

Should a species orchid, be mated to the same 
species orchid, any resultant plants are still 
species orchids. For example, Jowianum 
“Concolour’ x /owianum ‘Concolour’ still pro- 
duces lowianums. This type of mating is called a 
selfing. 

Similarly a mating of two different forms of 
the same species Cymbidium, for example flori- 
bundum ‘Album’ x floribundum ‘Pale Face’, 
will still produce all species floribundum 
plants. In both matings described above, all the 
new plants will be different to their parent 
plants, and if given the varietal name, it cannot 
be the same as either of their parents. They will 
most likely, be very similar to their parents. 

If you are intending to try and improve your 
orchid collection, it is important to understand 
the difference between a species Cymbidium 
and a hybrid, and the properties of the various 
species cymbidiums. As stated earlier, there are 
very many species cymbidiums. Only a small 
number are used in most modern commercial 
and showbench breeding. Different species 
bring different, and useful, properties into 
orchid growing. It is worth studying the grow- 
ing conditions and properties of these species, 
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A typical cymbidi 
to the laboratory. 


Anew cymbidium growth/lead removed from the 
plant for cloning. 


The new lead cleaned up and the buds exposed. 


to help develop the collection which suits your 
needs. 

A great web site to visit is run by Stephen 
Early, based in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia 
— www. // users . bigpond . net . au / cym- 
species/ 

Stephen also refers to a book titled The 
Genus Cymbidium, by David Du Puy and 
Phillip Cribb. 

There is a huge amount of information on the 
internet. Try Googling cymbidium orchid 
species. You will be surprised what you can 
find. 

Important species orchids worth researching 
are the following:- 


Important — insigne, lowianum, tracyanum, 
floribundum (previously known as pumilum), 
ensifolium, devonianum, 
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The same lead ready for excision of tissue. 


Less well known but often used in breeding 
— hookerianum, parishii, sanderae, eburneum, 
suave, madidum, canaliculatum, sinense, 
tigrinum 
Interesting or emerging — goeringii, 
dayanum, erythraceum, elegans, mastersit 
The remaining two thirds are not used 
much in breeding. Some influential breeders 
think they have little to offer to serious orchid 
growing. 


Seedlings — What is a seedling 


In the previous section, I discussed species 
orchids. It is unlikely, that the very original 


The final stage before removal of the tissue for 
mericloning. 


ancestors of our species orchids survive today. 
Most likely those growing in the wild are 
descendants of those original “Adam and Eve” 
plants. They most likely are natural self 
hybrids. If we are to believe this statement, 
they grew from seeds. They were once 
seedlings. 

Today, many of our hybrids are many gener- 
ations removed from the species orchids. They 
are a mixture of many species orchids. Our 
hybridisers selectively pollinate superior vari- 
eties, produce seed, and grow new varieties 
from those seeds. They are seedlings. 

Orchid clubs promote the development of 


The following vendors will be 
in attendance during the 
Show: 

Royale Orchids 
Simms Orchids 
Tinonee Orchids 
Wyruna Orchids 
The Brom Place 
P.M.Garden Club 


Potting demos 11.00am each 
day of Show 


- Fort aque Orchid & Bromelad Society Inc, proudl presen our J 


Maing oy tere 


Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
8th, 9th & 10th May, 2009 


(rchid Enthusiasts are invited 
to attend a fantastic Orchid Show 


Held in the Port Panthers Auditorium, 
Bay Street, Port Macquarie NSW 


in Nature's Wonderland 


Inquiries to The Show Marshall, 
Dennis Sinclair 02 6582 4809, or 
Show Chairman Eric Nethery 
02 6582 3112 
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Flasks showing stages of tissue development. Note — the pale single piece in the left hand flask. 


new and better varieties. Club members get 
excited, if anew champion is produced. To dis- 
tinguish these new varieties, and for judging 
them, they rule that a plant grown from seed, 
is categorised as a seedling, until it flowers 
for the first time. The seedling plants com- 
pete, against other seedling plants. There are 
other conditions. The plant must be undivided, 
and it is considered a seedling until the end of 
the flowering season, in which it first flowered. 
Some clubs, limit the pot size, to preclude a big, 
reluctant flowering plants from being judged 
against, smaller fast flowering newcomers. 

I like to think of seedlings, similar to juniors, 
at a sporting club. They need encouraging and 
nurturing. They often cannot compete, against 
the older and established varieties, until they 
mature. A good one causes excitement, and has 
the potential to improve the standard at the 
club. After the end of its first flowering season, 
it graduates into the seniors. Hopefully, 
improves and develops more, as it gets older. 

If you are a good judge, and select new 
seedlings with good potential, you are likely to 
flower some good new varieties. The more 
seedlings one grows, the more likely you are to 
get a good one. The use of good parents cannot 
be over emphasised. More importantly, the use 
of ordinary, or substandard parent plants is 
likely to fail and bring disappointment, years 


TINONEE ORCHIDS 


FREE CATALOGUE 
includes most genera 


NURSERY OPEN 
Mon - Fri 9am-4pm 


TINONEE ORCHID NURSERY 


768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee, 2430 
Phone/Fax: (02) 6553 1012 
orchids@tinoneeorchids.com 
www.tinoneeorchids.com 
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later, when other growers will have improved 
their collections. Some growers grow large per- 
centages of seedlings. They will discard large 
numbers of inferior plants, after they flower. 
Many are culled even before flowering, if they 
grow poorly. Good selection and patience is 
very necessary. Look for guidance, to success- 
ful growers, who grow lots of seedlings. 
Beware of advice, or purchasing from growers, 
who are not prepared to grow lots of what they 
sell. 


Mericlones 

When a superior new variety is produced, 
everyone wants a piece of it. Many commercial 
growers grow on hundreds, even thousands of 
seedlings, to get a good one. We usually get a 
big range of quality, from great to poor. They 
will vary with particular parent plants, and the 
level of judging and expectation. 

We choose the best, and want large quanti- 
ties of it produced quickly. In the early twenti- 
eth century, the only way to multiply a plant 
was to grow it on, and divide it — a slow 
process. Nowadays we use tissue culture tech- 
niques, in a clean area of a laboratory, to pro- 
duce very large numbers of plants, quickly. 
Tissue culture, is where we remove a very small 
piece of tissue, from a “mother plant”, place it 
in a small sterile container, with a nutrient rich 
growing medium. We keep it warm and provide 
good lighting conditions, and it starts growing 
larger. We usually start with a piece of plant tis- 
sue, smaller than a pin head. When the piece of 
tissue is big enough, we remove it, under ster- 
ile conditions, divide it into three or four pieces, 
and return them to the sterile container. The 
multiple pieces of tissue, called protocorms, are 
allowed to grow larger, and then each is 
chopped into multiple pieces. When we have 
sufficient protocorms, we allow them to grow 
leaves and roots, and they form small plants. 
Each plant should be genetically, identical to 
the mother plant. The plants produced from 
this process are called mericlones. They are 
clones of the mother plant. 

Usually, it is possible to produce hundreds of 
mericlones, from a mother plant, within twelve 
months. Very large numbers can be produced, 
within eighteen months. Some varieties are 


j & 
Germinated seedling in flask 


more difficult, and may take longer. 
Occasionally, a variety is very difficult to get 
started, sometimes virtually impossible. 

There are risks in this process. Some plants 
mutate, or grow poorly. When they flower, they 
may not identical to the mother plant. The prob- 
ability of getting a mericlone to flower, identi- 
cal to the mother plant is generally regarded as 
better than ninety five percent. Some experts 
claim ninety nine percent probabilities. 

There is a risk, if too many plants, are pro- 
duced from one piece of the mother plant. We 
hear many claims of how many plants should 
be produced, before the old tissue is unreliable, 
and the process restarted. Some claim no more 
than two hundred and fifty. Others consider two 
and a half thousand, quite safe. We have heard 
of tens of thousands being produced from one 
piece of tissue, with minimal problems. We 
believe the experience of the laboratory techni- 
cian is the key. An experienced operator can see 
at an early stage if there is a problem, and dis- 
card the tissue. A less experienced operator 
does not see a problem. The mother plant is also 
a big factor. Some are quite stable — others 
quickly mutate, cause problems and need 
recloning, or abandoning. 

By far the biggest risk is the practice of pirat- 
ing tissue, from a flask supplied by another 
nursery. A small piece of tissue is sometimes 
removed from a flask, and multiplied, then 
grown on and offered for sale. I will discuss 
this practice later, under ethics. For now, be 
prepared to ask the supplier of any mericlones, 
where they sourced the tissue from. Did their 
mericlones come from the original mother 
plant? Do they pirate tissue from other grow- 
ers? Beware; some do not give honest answers. 


ORCHIDS norm 


Gordonvale 20km South of Cairns 
On The Bruce Highway 


Vanders, 


& more. 
No Catalogue Available 


email:orchidsnth@bigpond.com 
| Phone (07) 4056 2357 Mob 0405 453 171 
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Cym. goeringii 


Ploidy 

Like all living things, cymbidium orchid 
plants are made up of a huge number of cells, 
which develop and multiply continually. In 
these cells there are chromosomes, which 
determine all of our properties and characteris- 
tics. 

There has been a huge amount of research 
around the counting of the chromosome num- 
bers for the various species cymbidiums. We 
are fortunate that most species cymbidiums had 
forty chromosomes, made up as two sets of 20 
chromosones. They are known as diploids, or 
2N’s. Today some species orchids have been 
converted to a higher chromosome level (more 
on that later), In early days, little was known 
about chromosomes and the affect they would 
later have on hybridising. 

Early hybridisers occasionally produced a 
very superior plant, from amongst a population 


Cym. erythrostylum 
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of seedlings. They did not know it at the time, 
but some of these, had double the number of 
chromosomes. They had 80 chromosones, or 4 
sets of 20. We now know them as tetraploids, or 
4N’s. The most famous early tetraploid was 
called Alexanderii ‘Westonbirt’, but others 
were produced soon after. 

The tetraploid flower was considered much 
better than the diploid flower at the time. It was 
bigger and rounder, and usually lasted longer in 
good condition. The cells of a tetraploid are 
double the size of the cells in a diploid orchid. 
A tetraploid flower is double the volume of a 
similar diploid flower. It is possible to actually 
feel the difference between many diploid and 
tetraploid flowers and leaves. The tetraploid is 
thicker. 

Inevitably, tetraploids were hybridised with 
diploids. The resultant progeny generally had 
60 chromosones, or 3 sets of 20. They are 
known as triploids or 3N’s. Triploids do not 
breed freely. In nature anything with an odd 
number of sets of chromosomes is usually ster- 
ile. Occasionally a triploid will breed, but they 
often produce many deformed and inferior 
progeny. We can also have higher levels of 
ploidy. There are known 5N, 6N, and 8N plants, 
but they usually grow poorly, and are usually 
only used for specialty breeding projects. 

Today, a very large percentage of the plants 
we grow are tetraploids. Many miniatures are 
diploid. 

We can convert diploid (2N) plants into 
tetraploids (4N), or even octaploids (8N), by 
treating the protocorms at the tissue culture 
stage, with special chemicals. In the last thirty 
years or so, protocorms have been treated with 
a poison called colchicine, and if done cor- 
rectly, many died, but some of the remaining 
plants in the flask were converted to a higher 
ploidy level. Usually about half of the survivors 
were converted. Plants treated with colchicine 
often had CT added on the label, meaning 
colchicine (or chemical) treated. Tetraploids 
could often be identified at early stages, but 
often it was necessary to wait until they flow- 
ered, to select the improved flower form 
(tetraploid). The conversion of certain impor- 
tant diploid form breeding plants, to tetraploid, 


provided high quality parent plants, in colours 
not previously available. Most tetraploids at 
that time were pale pastel or white colours. 
Today a new chemical is used to convert plants. 
The chemical oryzolin, gives higher conversion 
percentages, and quicker. 


How Cymbidiums are named 


All cymbidium orchids have a name. Even a 
plant without a label, has a name, but it is not 
known by the plant owner. It is often referred to 
as “unknown”. Humans have a family name, so 
do cymbidiums. The family name of an orchid 
is referred to as its grex. We have a given name 
(often referred to as our Christian name). 
Orchids can have a varietal name. Orchids are 
different, in that the progeny from two parent 
plants cannot have the same family name 
(grex), as either of the parents, or any other pre- 
viously named orchid. As an example, my fam- 
ily name is Morris. My wife’s maiden name 
was Williams. Our children are Morris’s. If we 
were orchids, we would have needed to register 
anew family name (grex) for our children. The 
new family name could not already be in use. 
The registration of the family name is con- 
trolled by the Royal Horticultural Society 
(RHS), based in England. Again, if we were 
orchids, my wife (Linda) and I could have 
applied to the RHS, for a family name for our 
children. Without doing this, they would for- 
ever just be known as (Williams x Morris). The 
mother’s name comes first. In orchids, we call 
her the pod parent. I would be the pollen parent. 

Varietal names are used to identify each 
plant, within a grex. Varietal names are not reg- 
istered anywhere. It is then possible to have 
many different plants, with the same name, if 
one is not careful. It is common to give a good 
new seedling, a varietal name of a loved family 
member, for example ‘Linda’. Unfortunately 
for the orchid movement, ‘Linda’ could be used 
by many growers for their special orchid. 

Many plants are not regarded as good 
enough to be given a varietal name. They are 
just known by their family name, for example 
Valley Splash. The grex, Valley Splash was reg- 
istered with the RHS, in 1991. Its parents were 
Vivacious (pod parent) and Hazel Tyers (pollen 
parent). The particular crossing was Vivacious 
‘Banana Split’ x Hazel Tyers ‘Tinsell’. Any 
progeny from a reverse crossing, that is Hazel 
Tyers x Vivacious, are all still automatically 
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called Valley Splash. Also, if the crossing is 
repeated, later, using siblings of either parents, 
for example, Vivacious “Superb White’ instead 
of Vivacious ‘Banana Split’, or Hazel Tyers 
“Tia Maria’ instead of Hazel Tyers ‘Tinsell’, all 
the progeny of this later mating, would all be 
Valley Splash. 

Most often, many seedlings from one mating 
are produced and flowered. Many are not con- 
sidered good enough to warrant giving a varietal 
name. Some growers, name all their seedlings, 
for example (Vivacious x Hazel Tyers), Number 
1, Number 2 etc until they flower. When they 
flower, they might call the best one (perhaps 
previously Number 3), as ‘Linda’. The second 
best might be renamed ‘Fred’, or some other 
chosen name. The rest might just be known as 
their family name, with no variety, or retain 
‘Number 1’, ‘Number 2’ etc. 

The whole name of these two plants would 
be Valley Splash ‘Linda’, and Valley Splash 
‘Fred’. The grex is always first. The varietal 
name follows and should be in quotation 
marks. 

The grex of species orchids is always written 
in all lower case italics, for example lowianum 
(not Lowianum). 

The maintaining of correct names on orchids 
is very important. Some plants grow better in 
certain conditions. Knowing all your plants, 
can assist in providing the correct care at the 
right time. It is even more important, if the 
plants are to be used for breeding. 

Take care of your plant labels. Ensure they 
are not lost or mixed up. Consider making lists 
of your plants. Computer databases are very 
useful, and easy to produce. 


How to select your first Cymbidiums — 
Miniature, Intermediate or Standard size 
flowers 


Selecting the plants to start a collection can 
be difficult. Too often a newcomer just pur- 
chases plants without thinking very much about 
how they might care for them after flowering 
finishes. One of your first decisions could be to 
decide how much room you have available, and 
how many plants you would like to grow. 
Individual plants can flower for several 
months. The main flowering season in 
Australia, is from late April, until mid October, 
during which time, it is relatively easy to pur- 
chase good quality plants to suit your needs. It 
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is actually possible to have plants in flower, for 
most of the year by careful selection of vari- 
eties, but the quality and quantity of plants out- 
side the main season is relatively poor. Many 
growers select plants to show, hopefully to win 
prizes and to recognise their growing skills. 
Others grow them just for enjoyment, and 
never bother showing them. Most clubs have 
plant competitions at monthly meetings. They 
also have a winter show, usually early in July, 
and a spring show, around late August to mid 
September. A newcomer might wish to acquire, 
particular plants, to flower in time for the vari- 
ous shows. 

The flowers on our cymbidiums vary greatly 
in size. They can be less than 20 millimetres, in 
diameter, or more than 150 millimetres. In 
Cymbidium Club circles, we refer to them as 
miniatures, intermediates, small standards 
or large standards. Miniatures have flowers 
less than 60 millimetres across, intermediates 
are from 60 to 85 millimetres in diameter, small 
standards, from 85 to 100 millimetres across, 
and large standards are more than 100 millime- 
tres in diameter. The plant also varies greatly in 
size. We can have a small growing plant, with 
multiple flower spikes, growing in a 100 mil- 
limetre diameter pot. A large growing variety 
could require a huge pot, and a very strong per- 
son to lift it. 

In the last magazine edition, I suggested that 
a newcomer should give lots of thought as to 
what they want to achieve in growing orchids. 
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Cym. insigne 


It is time to give some serious thought, to avoid 
wasting time, effort and money. Research and 
talking to other successful growers is a key. 
Find yourself a mentor, who you can trust. 
Don’t be afraid to ask many questions. Start 
collecting quality plants, and be patient, but 
thorough. Visit the shows and take photographs 
of the varieties which interest you. Ask ques- 
tions and try to contact the owner of any plants, 
which you like. Plants in most shows have a 
label, with the plant name, also the owner’s 
show number. Note the label details, and seek 
out the owner of the plant. Club officials will 
usually assist in making contact with the owner. 
A very useful tool is a list. Produce a list of 
your plants, or plants which interest you, with 
as many details as possible. Where you pur- 
chased the plant, the size and price are often 
forgotten later, but very useful. The colour, 
spike habit, ease of growth, number of flowers 
and when it is repotted or divided are all of 
great use, later, when you might need to decide 
whether to cull a plant, to make room for new 
varieties. Update the information continually, 
or at least annually. A computer database is rel- 
atively easy to set up. If you are computer illit- 
erate, it is easy to learn, with just a little assis- 
tance. Don’t be afraid to try it. Of course you 
will need a computer, but even an old, slow and 
inexpensive computer will do the job for you. 
Starting a collection, can be an exciting time. 
Enjoy it. | 
Graham Morris 
Valley Orchids 
McLaren Vale, South Australia 
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ACS 2008 AGM & Delegates Meeting 


he following report is not intended to 
be a full and complete record of all 
discussions and decisions made over the 
two days of meeting which make up the 
ACS AGM and Delegates Meeting, but is 
intended to provide an overview of the 
process and to outline the decisions which 
might be of particular interest to show 
exhibitors and to cymbidium club mem- 
bers. Full versions of the minutes are avail- 
able from members state clubs should they 
wish to view them in their entirety. We the 
ACS delegates committee, do hope that 
this report gives anyone reading it some 
insight into just what your delegates do 
when they get together at that one meeting 
a year. 
The secretary, ACS, 
on behalf of the ACS delegates. 


November Weekend. 


The South Australian and Western 
Australian delegates arrived at Melbourne 
airport just before lunch time on Friday 
and were picked up by host state delegate 
David Allen. Following lunch they were 
taken to inspect the venue for the 2009 
National Cymbidium Show, prior to arriv- 


ing at Jan & Andy Leamon’s home, which 
was to be the venue for the AGM and 
Delegates meetings over the weekend. 
Following greetings, introductions and 
refreshments the delegates settled down to 
begin the business before them starting 
with the Annual General Meeting of the 
ACS, including the presidents report, edi- 
tors report and auditor’s report. Election of 
office bearers saw the following delegates 
elected or re elected to the following roles. 

President, Kevin Butler. 

Vice President, Peter Hall. 

Secretary, Rob Smith. 

Treasurer, David Allen. 

Committee, Ben Knobben. 

Following the completion of all AGM 
business the delegates moved strait on to 
the agenda for the Delegates Meeting. The 
delegates express their thanks to all club 
members and state committees who 
worked during the preceding months to 
develop, submit and consider the various 
agenda items directed to the ACS dele- 
gates meeting for consideration. 


The 2009 Show. 2010 Show. 
The delegates unanimously endorsed 


the COSV proposal and venue for the 2009 
National Cymbidium Show. All were 
happy to approve the Melbourne venue 
which not only provides an easily accessi- 
ble location, but also a larger floor space 
than the previous Victorian venue, good 
catering facilities and a separate sales area. 
With the chosen dates for the show being 
only a week before the AOC’s show and 
seminar also in Melbourne, the opportu- 
nity exists for exhibitors, sellers and visi- 
tors to participate in both shows in the 
same trip. 

Kevin Butler confirmed that the 
Cymbidium Orchid Club of Western 
Australia were well advanced in their 
plans to host the 2010 National 
Cymbidium Show in Perth, on a date to be 
confirmed, but most likely in the first half 
of August. 


Award Changes. 


It was agreed that the ACS adopt qual- 
ity awards for cymbidiums exhibited as 
cut stems. These awards are to be identi- 
fied by the following name, “Cut Stem 
Australian Cymbidium Society” 


(CS/ACS). As an example an HCC award 
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for a cut stem would be shown as, HCC- 
CS/ACS. This is to differentiate these 
awards from the traditional quality awards 
given where the plant and flowers are pre- 
sented for judging (ie. HCC-ACS). The 
reasoning behind the adoption of this 
award group is two fold. One being the 
issue of transporting plants in flower over 
great distances and problems with quaran- 
tine regulations in different states has 
meant that many National Show exhibitors 
have no option but to show cut stems and 
up until now those cut stems have been 
ineligible for award consideration when 
shown. The other that it was felt that the 
award granted in these cases should carry 
clear identification that the award was 
given to the flowering stem only, without 
the judges involved in the awarding hav- 
ing seen the plant the stem came from. 
Hopefully a cymbidium awarded a cut 
stem award would soon be shown as a 
flowering plant in another season where it 
might be awarded again in the traditional 
way. 


Show Schedule. 


The combined Orange/Brown class be 
split into two distinct classes for plants in 
flower. 

The current Best Display prize to be 
split into Best Theme and Best Non Theme 
displays. 

The decorative class to be removed 
from the schedule. 

No maximum size for displays, but the 
host state to decide on whether larger dis- 
plays can be catered for based on the num- 
ber of exhibitors wanting displays and the 
space available at the particular venue. 


Show Rules. 


A distance of 250klm to be applied 
before a host state member may exhibit cut 
stems at a National Cymbidium Show. In 
the interests of co operation and fair play 
ALL cut stems eligible for judging are 
required to have been transported in boxes. 


Stems cut at the venue, or cut then trans- 
ported in buckets, jars, bottles or the like 
shall not be eligible for judging, but may 
be used for display purposes only. 


New State Display Trophy. 

The issue of replacing the now full John 
Mata Trophy (presented at each National 
Cymbidium Show to the best state club 
display) was raised. Following discussions 
it was agreed to replace that trophy with 
another for the best state club display. The 
new trophy to be called the ACS Trophy. 
The trophy it replaces is to remain in the 
care of the state club which won it in 2008. 
The new trophy will continue to be spon- 
sored by the ACS as was the case with the 
previous one. The possible use of John 
Mata’s name in his memory, may be con- 
sidered should a more suitable category or 
class be suggested in the future. 


General Business. 

The delegates present noted the decision 
of the CCA (NSW) to resign from the ACS 
during 2008. All agreed that it be put on 
record that there be an open welcome to 
the CCA (NSW) to re join the ACS in the 
future should they so choose. 

David Allen was given the go ahead to 
develop the ACS web site. David had 
recently set up the COSV web site and had 
begun work on the ACS site with a basic 
agreement, costs and layout already in 
place. 

Agreed, that whenever possible bian- 
nual judging forums should be held at 
national cymbidium shows. 

Agreed, that action at state club level 
should be taken to educate judges on ACS 
judging forms and processes. 


Delegates Dinner. 


Traditionally the host state organises a 
dinner held on the Saturday night for all 
delegates to meet and share a meal with the 
host state committee, their partners and 
club members. This provides an opportu- 
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nity for delegates and state committees to 
get to know one another. Also the 2008 
dinner allowed both the ACS and COSV to 
invite and thank Bob Campbell of SAGE 
and his wife for the 14 years of generous 
support provided to the Cymbidium 
Seedling of the Year competition. 

Following a late start on Sunday morn- 
ing and all delegates visiting Peter and 
Joyce Sunderland at Kimberley Orchids, 
those returning home were taken to the air- 
port via a short stop at Collectors Corner 
for a look round and some lunch. 

A special thanks to Jan and Andy 
Leamon and Peter and Joyce Sunderland 
for their hospitality, feeding us and for 
putting up delegates. Also a special thanks 
to Jeannie Hall, COCSA secretary, for 
attending the delegates meeting on 
Saturday afternoon in an ex officio capac- 
ity to add her expertise to discussions on 
the ACS web site, refinements to and state 
based contributions to the ACS magazine, 
Cymbidiums Australia (as part of the 
AOR). We thank Jeannie for finding the 
time in her busy and heavily committed 
life to provide some valuable input. 


Rob Smith, 

Hon. Secretary, on behalf of the 
ACS delegates committee 
aussiecyms @internode.on.net 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Australian Natives 


Late autumn is a busy time on the native 
orchid scene. There are quite a lot of species and 
hybrids in bloom now and some shows where 
you can see them. Along with the bold and showy 
D. bigibbum and its relatives there are a number 
of diminutive species such as Bulbophyllum 
schillerianum, B. exiguum, Dendrobium schnei- 
derae and the smelly Liparis species also in 
bloom. These might not have the attention-grab- 
bing characteristics of the larger blooms but they 
are very beautiful and well worth a close look if 
you get the chance. They show the amazing vari- 
ety of Australian native orchids. 

These months also see the first blooms of ter- 
restrial species such as Corybas, Acianthus and 
Pterostylis for the year. These extraordinary 
natives are a field of interest in themselves and 
are often overlooked by growers as they have 
very different requirements to the natives of epi- 
phytic origin. Give them a try if you are looking 
for something out of the ordinary. Some species 
are quite easy to grow and maintain from year to 
year and many have been in cultivation for 
decades. Get advice from experienced growers 
before purchasing tubers. 

At home it is time to get ready for winter. 
Growing orchids, or any plants, is a matter of 
knowing your local conditions and what to 
expect in the way of temperature range, frost and 
wind. You also need to know something about 
the conditions where the parents of your natives 
originated. This is becoming less important as 
the hybrids develop, but you still need to know 
the minimum they need to survive and be sure 
your housing offers this and some as you want 
them not to merely survive but to thrive. Note 
also that some natives need to be exposed to a 
minimum temperature before they will bloom. 
Dendrobium falcorostrum is an example. 

Sealed housing and heating will be necessary 
for growers in some areas to keep even cool 
growing plants alive while those on the coast can 
get away with some plants of tropical origin and 
no heating at all. Heated houses should have 
been thoroughly checked by now and damaged 
panels and vents that don’t seal fixed. Be sure the 
heater is working. Tubs of water will help main- 
tain humidity levels appropriate for the plants 
you grow as heaters dry the air. It is also a great 
way to store water and create a heat bank to 
reduce heating costs. Winter sun will heat the 
house and reduce heating bills but be sure plants 
aren’t going to get scorched, particularly under 
clear glass. The amount of heating you need 
depends entirely on what plants you grow and 
where you live. 

Continue the cleaning of the growing area and 
plants. Watch as the racemes of spring blooming 
plants develop and make sure they don’t get tan- 
gled in leaves and things. Remove all dead 
leaves and pseudobulbs from plants now but 
don’t remove pseudobulbs just because they are 
leafless. Check to see that they have dried out 
first as many natives continue to bloom from 
leafless growths. Dendrobium gracilicaule is a 
good example. 

Have a look for any changes in your growing 
area. Things such as trees being removed let in 
more light, which is great in winter, but may also 
expose your plants to cold that hasn’t happened 
before. Cold winds may also get to the plants. 
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Large trees that have grown might block out that 
valuable winter sun. 

Lack of water seems to be a continuing con- 
cern although the long-term weather reports 
offer hope of good rain soon. If this happens it 
would be more of an opportunity to store water 
rather than an escape from the situation. Move 
your watering time to morning now so plants get 
a chance to dry out before the cold of night and, 
hopefully, you will not get damage from the 
cold. They may also need less water so cut it 
back a day or so if appropriate. 

This is not a good time for repotting in cooler 
areas as root growth slows with the arrival of 
cooler weather. Any plants repotted now will not 
be able to spread their roots through the new 
media and will be at risk of root rots. Only repot 
emergency cases now: those plants that are obvi- 
ously in trouble as summer growth was weak or 
lost. Don’t worry about severely potbound 
orchids. They should have finished growing for 
the year and will probably bloom well as a result 
of the cramped conditions. Deflasking is OK if 
you have flasks that look as if they will not make 
it to spring due to over-crowding or lack of 
media. At this time of year there is less chance 
of the plants dehydrating, but keep them in a pro- 
tected place over winter. They will benefit from 
some heat as well once the cold nights set in. 

There is plenty to get on with at this time 
of year, so enjoy the warm days and your 
natives. | 


Cattleyas 


Cattleyas and other allied genera don’t seem 
to be as energetic this year. Mine seem to want a 
rocket under them. A few other growers I know 
have encounted the same problem. Maybe a few 
applications of a higher nitrogen fertiliser and a 
course of SUPERTHRIVE® added to it. Roots 
seem to be OK, but growths not so vigorous. 

When plants are starting to dry — water thor- 
oughly. Fertilise weekly. Check plants for scale. 
If plants are overgrown you may wish to divide 
into your plant and pot in your favourite mix. 
Some of the laelias are certainly moving very 
well. It seems we will get a nice autumn display. 
Watch for grasshoppers as they seem to like 
them. | 


Cymbidiums 

Cymbidiums are still developing their new 
growths and maturing their bulbs for the flower- 
ing season that is just around the corner. Some of 
the ultra earlies have now left their sheafs, while 
others are just starting to push up. their new 
spikes. Last week while weeding I noticed many 
new spikes pushing up through the growing 
media. Now is the time to clean up old husks etc 
before the spikes get too long. They harbour 
snails and weeds. If you wish you can top dress 
with some ORGANIC LIFE® pellets to give 
your plants a bit of a push. You could also top 
dress with some good old fashion blood and 
bone mixed with some sulphate of potash. The 
ratio would be about three to one of potash. 
Some growers have had excellent results by top 
dressing during autumn with a _ little 
NITROPHOSKA BLUE®. While talking about 
fertilising and if you are in to foliar fertilising 
you should fertilise with one of the following: 
PETERS EXCEL Hi “K” or PETERS BLOS- 


SOM BOOSTER or MERRI-FERT. Fertilise 
weekly at label rates. 

Watering should only be carried out only 
when plants just start to dry. 

With the advent of our rain in the Sydney 
region one will have to be very careful with your 
watering. The rain could set off fungi to produce 
root and bulb rots. Glomerella spp could also be 
a problem. For insurance it would be wise to give 
plants a drench with AGRI-FOS 600®, ANTI- 
ROT® or FONGARID®. Use at label rate, and 
give plants a repeat application every ten days 
while the rainy weather is around. The above 
fungicides can be used even when it is raining. 
Remember use a wetter with the above sprays. 


ORCHIDACEOUS BOOKS 
Suppliers of Fine Orchid Literature 
New Titles 
‘Brighten up your life with Orchids’ 
‘The New Encyclopedia of Orchids’ 


This year we are at shows in: 
Sydney 3-5 April and 14-16 August 
Melbourne 21-23 August and 
8-13 September, 2009 
Catalogue available on request or visit our 
Web Site: www.orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 


Email: books@orchidaceousbooks.com.au 
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Alan & Miriam Merriman 
S 89 Levy Street, 
‘Glenbrook NSW 2773 


Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 


We carry a full range of pest and 
disease control chemicals suitable 
for use on orchids. 

The home of Merri Fert and Merri Cote. 
We also carry a full range of Port Pots, 
Debco Bark, Potting Media and all you 
require for your orchids. 


WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE 
RELEASE OF 


Alan’s Fertiliser Handbook 
2nd EDITION 
IN SEPTEMBER 

Alan’s Pest & Disease Handbook still available. - 


¢ Plants, seedlings of most genera in stock. 


¢ Nursery open most weekends or by 
appointment. 


© Closed last weekend of the month. 


Please ring before coming 


Ph: 02 4739 5141 


Fax: 02 4749 8090 Mobile: 0439 514141 
Email: mirannorchids@pnc.com.au 


MASTERCARD AND VISA WELCOME 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Blackspot could be a problem. You could use 
MANCOZEB or ZINEB or even ECO-CARB®. 
Check for spider mites under the leaves. Most 
hobby growers use ECO-OIL® these days. 

Start to clean up the flowering area. Get rid of 
weeds and old dead leaves. Spread plants out to 
let light into flowering plants. Start to stake up 
developing spikes. 

Now is the time to start potting on small 
seedlings. After potting fertilise with an organic 
fertiliser such as MAJOR CARP® and alternate 
with MERRI-FERT or PETERS GENERAL 
PURPOSE plus — don’t forget the SUPER- 
THRIVE®! Now is the time to push the littlies 
along before winter. | 


Paphiopedilum 

The days are drawing in, the weather is cooler 
and the buds are beginning to appear in quantity 
in the Paphiopedilum collection. 

Regular — but not too frequent — watering and 
fertilising should be continued as before. The idea 
is to prevent the plants from drying out whilst 
avoiding an almost sodden condition. Fortunately 
the open nature of bark mixtures allows a fair 
degree of latitude with watering, but the potting 
material is breaking down by now and it will hold 
moisture for longer than it did when fresh. All 
watering should, by now, be done as early in the 
day as practicable. Avoid, if possible, watering 
when the weather is wet — even in the glasshouse. 

Shading should be reduced for the winter — 
this is best done shortly after Anzac Day. 

As a general rule the white Paphiopedilums 


begin to flower around late April, followed by the 
greens, the reds, the autumn shades and finally the 
spotted varieties late in the season. Modern 
hybrids, with their very mixed ancestry, often 
depart radically from this rule. Many whites, inci- 
dentally, do not do well under cold conditions. 

If you grow Paphiopedilums for the show 
bench it is important to avoid crooked or asym- 
metrical flowers. This is best done by keeping 
the stems upright and in good light from the 
beginning. Keep an eye out for buds caught 
under leaves and take the appropriate action. 
Whilst the growing stems are too soft to stake 
within about 50cm of the bud, they can be staked 
when they are somewhat longer than this. 
Staking is seldom necessary if the emerging 
buds are kept in good, even light. It is a good idea 
to shift plants, as buds are found, to a bright, 
evenly lit spot where they can be well spaced 
and, preferably, faced to the north. This area 
should be well baited for snails and slugs, which 
seldom damage Paph. plants but have no such 
compunction concerning the buds and flowers. 

A good Paphiopedilum is more likely to catch 
the judge’s eye if the flower looks at him rather 
than at the floor. You can train the flower to look 
slightly upward by allowing it to open with the 
stem leaning foreward about fifteen degrees or so. 
The pot should be put in this position when the bud 
is about to open and kept there for about a week 
after the flower has fully opened. The bud and 
stem must always be vertical when viewed from 
the front, otherwise the lip will lean to one side. 

I do not advocate any kind of manipulation 
using cardboard, tissues, paper clips or the like. 


|’ Will c create the ultimate micro climate for your orchids 
| Specialising i in Orchid Houses for over 25 years 


Features e Kit form with written instructions and video can be shipped 
| » Simplicity e Portability e Modular (can be lengthened to meet 


Phi (07) 575 0600 
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Fax (07) 575 0661 


Mobile (025) 21 2777 


This invariably produces an unnatural looking 
flower which an experienced judge can spot at a 
glance. | 


Phalaenopsis 


Phalaenopsis still seem to have scale and mealy 
bug problems, no matter where one lives! Some 
growers have been trying for years to eliminate 
them! Once in we seem to have them for years. 
LEBAYCID® seems to work over a period of time. 
Maybe alternate with ECO-OIL®. Be careful if the 
Weather is hot! You have been warned. 

Bacterial spots seem to pop up every now and 
then. Back in the old days, the growers then used 
Condy’s Crystals with great results. Back in 
those days they used 15 grams in 300 litres of 
water which gave them S5Oppm. 

Plants need a reasonable amount of fertiliser 
during this late summer period. Some growers 
who like to mix their own make up a mix of 1.3 
grams calcium nitrate add 0.84 potassium nitrate 
per one litre of water. Drench weekly during 
March. If plants look a bit on the yellow side, 
drench with MAJOR CARP weekly. 

Some growers have used Condy’s Crystals by 
making up a stock solution of 10 grams in 20 
litres of water, then put this solution through a 
16-1 Hozon. | 


Vandaceous 


Watering:— Don’t allow to dry out. If orchids 
are in teak baskets or in pots without potting mix, 
then water thoroughly every morning. In hot dry 
conditions, a later afternoon misting is also ben- 
eficial. If orchids are in potting mix then water- 
ing every second day will probably be sufficient 
with a misting on alternate days. 
Light:— Strap leaf vandas, ascocendas and other 
genera with wide leaves require 50% to 70% 
shade. Semi-terete and other narrow leaf types 
require less. 
Fertiliser:-— Continue as for Feb/March. 
Fertilise weekly, alternating over a four weekly 
cycle as follows — 
Wk. 1. Inorganic low nitrogen — Campbells A. 
Flowfeed HP8 or Aqua-K. 
Wk. 2. Wuzall Foliar or similar. 
Wk. 3. Inorganic low nitrogen — as for Wk. 1. 
Wk. 4. Organic — Fish Emulsion or Nitrosol. 
Pest Control:— Fungicide every six weeks (e.g. 
Daconil, Ridomil MZ WP or wettable Sulphur. 
Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum to 
control scale and insects. | 


ORCHIDACEOUS SUPPLIES 


Suppliers of a wide range of Orchid Accessories 


Whether you are a hobbyist or a professional 
orchid grower — we can supply your needs. 
Pots - dome pots - Port Pots - 
trays — meters — virus testing kits - 
Stakes — plant clips - labels - pens - 
fertilisers - wide range of wire products. 
Growing medias - bark, coconut husk, treefern, 
cork, perlite, charcoal, sphagnum moss and more. 
Agent for Eco Products 
Catalogue available on request 
Grahame & Margaret Muller 


P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 


Email: supplies@ orchidaceousbooks.com.au 
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BUYER’S GUIDE 


LEARN TO EARN - With our nation- 
ally recognised Courses in Certificates II 
and II in Horticulture and Certificates II 
and II in Orchid Growing. Our popular 
non-certificate courses in Orchid 
Growing also continue. Learn by 
Distance learning at your own pace. 
Contact The Orchid Academy® (National 
provider No. 31691) Ph: 1300 663 690. 
Email: robert@orchidacademy.com 
Web: www.orchidacademy.com 


NURSERY & ORCHID BENCHING 
www.nurserybenches.com.au 
or Phone: 02 9631 6000 


Buy, sell or swap. Five lines (approximately thirty words) for only $30, 
each additional line (approximately six words) $4 (includes GST). 


ORCHID, LANDSCAPING & HORTI- 
CULTURAL COURSES, DISTANCE 
EDUCATION — Short courses, 
Certificates, Diplomas. Over 400 courses 
including Cut Flower Orchids, 
Hydroponics, Tissue Culture, Orchid 
Culture, Plant Varieties, Landscaping and 
more. Study by CD, online, or by tradi- 
tional correspondence. Highly qualified 
tutors. FREE 87 page handbook. Phone: 
07 5562 1088. Websites: www.acs.edu.au, 
www.hortcourses.com. P.O. Box 2092, 
Nerang MDC, Qld 4211. 


2009 ORCHID EVENTS — WHAT’S ON! 


2009 


April 3-5 Sydney International Orchid Fair — 
Castle Hill Showground NSW 

April 10-12 Queensland Orchid Society Easter Show 
— Coot-tha Botanic Gardens, Qld 

April 18-19 Collector’s Plant Fair - 

Bilpin, Blue Mountains NSW’ 

May 1-3 Orchids Out West — Clarendon NSW 
June 5-8 44th Tropical Queensland Conference & 
Show — Atherton Qld 

June 27-28 Mingara Orchid Fair — Mingara NSW 
July 12 Tinonee Orchids Open Day & Show — 
Tinonee (near Taree) NSW 

July 26 Hills District Orchids Winter Open Day — 
Northmead NSW 

August 7-9 Cymbidium Club of Australia - 

Dural Recreation Centre, Round Corner, Dural 


August 14-16 St. Ives Orchid Fair — 
St. Ives Showground NSW 


August 21-23 OSCOV Melbourne Orchid Spectacular 
— Springers Leisure Center, Keysborough Vic 
September 5-6 National Cymbidium Show — 
Springvale Town Hall, Springvale Vic 

September 5-7 Den. Speciosum Spectacular —- ANOS 
Mid North Coast, Kempsey, NSW 

September 8-13 18th Australian Orchid Conference 
& Show — Maribyrnong Vic 

September 11-13 Queensland Orchid Society Spring 
Show — Coot-tha Botanic Gardens, Qld 

September 27 Hills District Orchids Spring Open Day 
— Northmead NSW 


October 9-11 Southern Orchid Spectacular — 
Woolooware (Cronulla) NSW 
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